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KATHARINE
“THE GREAT-

An Interview With =

o

IDIBIBOIRAEN DAVIES

author of Katharine The Great,
Katharine Graham and Her Washington Post Empire

@: Tim Leary suggested that your book was originally censored and pulped because of
references to Mary Pinchot Meyer. Do you feel that way and can you tell us n Uttle bit
about Mary Meyer?

A Mary Pinchot Mever was the sister of Ben Bradlee's second wife, Tony Pinchol. She was a
very beautiful, talented artist who was living in Washington in the early sixtles and she was
the lover, | would say the principal lover, ol John Kennedy, who was President of the United
States. He was supposedly very much in love with her and wanted to divoree Jackie and marry
her, The Timothy Leary connection is iInteresting because at that gme m the early sixtfes there
was a group of soctety-type women in Washingten who thought that if they could get men in
power invelved in mind-aitering drugs they could see the world in a different way and this
would end the Cold War and end all warfare, Il was a very ambitious plan and a lot of them got
thetr marfjuana and LSD [rom Timothy Leary, who at that {ime was a professor of psychology
al Harvard and had access Lo these drugs which at that time were very experimental and they
were golng around in a lot of the elite circles. It didn't have the same connotation that it has
taday of the hard swll, of the cocaine and the heroln, this was all very beauttiul and mind-
expanding type stufl. So she was involved with Kennedy and they used Lo supposedly smoke
marfjuana together in Kennedy's bedroom and 1 think Leary sald that she also gave him LSD,
although [ couldn't swear to that. Anyway, she gol murdered. She was murdered a year alier
Kennedy died. Kennedy was killed In November "63 and Mary Meyer was killed in 1964. She
was walking her dog in Georgetown through a wooded area and she was stabbed to death. And
they never found the killer. Some voung black man was put In jail for ten manths, held over
uniil his tdal and then he was acquilied because there was no evidence. And they've never
found the killer, but people who have investigated the case say that it had all the earmarks of a
prolessional assassinatlon,

A: She was, of course, married to Cord Meyer, who was an Intelligence agent.

A She had been. She was divorced from him at the ume she was with Kennedy but that
was...she had been with Cord Meyer in Europe when they were living. He was involved I a lot
of counter-esplonage over In Europe and she was supposedly a securlly risk because she
tended to fall in love with handsome men and have affalrs wilth handsome men and she had an
affalr wilth one Italian count wha was supposedly an intelligence agent and this constituted a
security risk. And [ suppose (hat their divorce was partly caused by the gull between them
because he really just couldn't talk about his work. Anyway, she was a very talented painter
and very charming and beautlful and Kennedy was in love with her.

9: And so the way that her relationship with John Kennedy was handled by the press—or
oot handled--and her death would be just the tip of the lceberg In regards to the whole
way mediapolitics handled President Kennedy's whole career, would it not be? And also
the cover-up regarding his death? That would all kind of plug into that, would it not?

A Yeah, IU's all kind of part of one great big, glant soclety that these people have created [or

themselves where Lhe most Important thing to them (s putting forward this myth about
themselves that they are supremely moral, supremely powerful, all-knowing, all-caring, that
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they'll take care of the rest of us and anything that they do that is questionable they try (o
cover Il up because that would...you might ask why they're so alratd of having these things
found aboul them because after all nothing that anyune knows aboul them Is going lo take
away Lthelr money. Lhelr power, Lhelr friends, their inflluence or anything else, butl it's a sense of
they wani to maintain this myth about themselves because Lhai's Lhe only way thal people will
buy into everything else thal they do. You know, the newspaper thal they pul out, (he wiliole
aura that they create, thal they are the one who are in charge, not only in charge ol things. bul
should be in charge, and it's because they're morally and Intellectually superior Lo the resl of
us,

Q: Let's talk a bit about what exactly happened to your book. The first edition came out
in the late seventles, right?

A: 1979, November 79.
Q: And It was pulped before It was distrlbuted?

A No, It was distribuied and they recalled it from the bookstores and shredded the entire
print run of twenly five lhousand coples. A few coples that had been sold sul of the bookstiores
and had golten into private hands in the stx week period belore it was recalled, those books are
stlll around and they are very valuable. The last | heard they were galng for sixty dollars in
used bookstores.

But the book came oul n Navember 79 and right away there was an orchestrated
attack on it by the people that have reason to try {o make common cause with Lthe Posi. The
Post Itsell didn't attack me. They didn't need to, They had people do #t for them. David 1gnaiius,
who Is now (he {oreign ediior of the Washinglon Fost, was a young, ambitious reportier at the
Wall Street Journal at thal Ume. He did a very. very nasty, damaging piece aboul my book.
There's a way thal, If any of your audience have read the new paperback edition of Silent Coup,
it describes the same process going on for that book. In the back there's an appendix (hat talks
about the campailgn against thal book. And they're so much alike, so much the same what
happened Lo me. Because they stari this thing about “errors” in the book. This Is ke the worst
thing you tan say aboul a book, right?

Q: Right.

A “"Errors” in the book. And then the authors: Who are they? How do they know these (hings?
They're oulsiders, they weren't there the way we were, They're just speculating and OK, this is
about a 400 page book. They named [our errors. One of them s that he got somebody's name
wrong, Of course, the people who are accusing you are lying, so they're nol really errors to
begin with. This Is the same thing that happened with me. Errors in Lthe book. Errors oo the
book. This was like a flag thal was being waved. Dawvid Ignatius did it in the Wall Street Jouimal
plece and then Alexander Cockburm did il in the Village Voice, so they were attacking me [tom
the left and the right, right?

Q: You were right In the middle.

A It was a non-partisan attack on me because the attack came [rom two people that weire (n
different places in the political spectrunt, This was supposed to be an objective evaluation now.

Q: So we can assume that the authors of Silent Coup were on to something then, If the
powers that be want to do away with the book. Silent Coup Is...am I mistaken in calling
It a pro-Nixon book? Isn't the Issue here, what they're afrald of, Is the story of Nixon's
real fall from power as opposed to the way It was played in the media?

A I don't think that characlerizing il as a pro-Nbxon book is very useful because i's like: the
rationale  Alexander Cockbum used for attacking the movie JFK because it's trying Lo bring
back Camelot, [ mean, that is sort of irrelevant. There = some merit to wanting to know the
truth withoul having to say that il's furtherdng anolther agenda.
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Q: Right, That's why I'm saying that Isn't the real story, the thing the powers-that-be are
afrald of Is the real reason Nixon was run out of office, from whatever perspective you
want to put on It,

A- Well, different peaple have different motives. The motive of the Waslungton Fost in attacking
Silent Caup was to protect the reputation of Bob Woodward because his reputation is what has
carned the Post and Woodward and a number of people associated with him many millions of
dollars sinice then in book and movies and inflaled salarles, you know, 1 don't think the Past
cares why Nixon was brought down, 1 don't think that that's what their interest 15 Thelr
interest is in closing ranks around Woodward and saying you can't, you know, question our
golden boy because Ul you guestion our golden bay. that means that the greatness of the
Washington Postis all a lic,

Q: Let's question the golden boy & bit. Can you tell us what you know about Woodward?

A Bob Woodward has consistently lled about his background ever since the first Ume anybody
started asking wlhe this person is, He came from Wheaton, Ilinois, His lather was a judge. He
joined the Navy and became a communications officer in the Navy, which is, it's not Naval
Intelligence per se. Naval Intelligence is a separate organization, but what it does, what
communications oflicers do, they are al the very highest level of recelving coded and Lop secret
information from around the world and they get it belore anybody else does and It's up to them
to relay this information Lo the people in power. In Woodward's case, first he was in the Navy
serving somewhere in Callfornda for four years, Al the end of his term In four years he was in
California, before that he was on a ship [ believe, He's never sald what he was doing in
Callfornia. He Just won't talk about it. But you remember that this was the time of the, the
helght of the anti-war movement and there was a domestic counter-intelligence operation going
on called Operation Chaos, which was coordinating army, navy and FBl and CIA intelligence on
the anti-war movement. spying on leaders and so on, trying o find foreign influence, And 1
believe that this is whal Woodward was involved In at that time, So after his four years were
up, he was eligible Lo leave the Navy having completed his service bt Iinstead he re-enlisted for
another year and he came to Washington and he started working in a top secret Naval unli
inside the Pentapon. Actually, they went between the Pentagen and the While House, This was
during the first years of Nixon's presidency. And [ believe that at this time he started working
directly with Richard Ober, who was the deputy chief of counterintelligence under James
Angleton. He was the one who was running Operation Chaos and [ belleve that he was the one
who was Deep Throal. 1 disagree with those people in Silent Coup, although it hardly matters
who exactly it was because 1 know Woodward had many sources, But the point is that at this
Ume he was getting top secret infonmnation. He was briefing the Joint Chiefs of Stalf, he was
bri the National Security Council and he was briefing Alexander Haig. who was Nixon's
chief of stafl, And he was right in the very, very center of the Nixon While House in terms of the
information that was being conveyed and the people he knew. After that, he declded for some
mysterious reason that he wanted to be a reporter and he went to the Post and (he Post has
thousands ol applications a year of experienced reporters, most of whom never gel in, Bul
Instead they took this guy whao couldn't write, who had never been a reporter in his life and
they said, "You have to 'lﬁam how to write better so go wark on the suburban paper for a year
and then we'll hire you.” Now I don't Know how they decided that he was snmehady thﬂr
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also gave him LSD, although I couldn't swear to that.
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wanted to cullivate or whether somebody had the word on bim shiead of Dime or whial, Bul after
a year he came to the Posi and right away Ben Bradiee, the execoltve editor, sturied giving him
the cholee assignments. They felt a common bond belween cach olther heowase Brdlee had
had a very similar background in the Navy himsell.

Q: Was Carl Berniteln completely unaware of Woodward's buokground when he was
working with him?7 Or was he naive enough just not to ssk?

A Bemmnstein was coming from a whole different place. He was a very iiessei] (i person, you
know, had a lot of trouble keeping his job at the Post He would nlways Il asleep on the job,
stay up all night and miss deadlines and he was Just a miess, Aod i 0 weren't Tor the
newspaper gulld rules aboul not firing reporters, he would have been fired n long Hime ago. Bul
he had a sense about politics. He still does. He had a very good sease aboul polities and he
hated Nixon because during the McCarthy era, when Nboon wos o congressiuni, he had
experienced, his family, his father and mother, who were very lefl-wing, lind exporionced a lot
ol persecutlon during the MceCarthy era. And so he assoctated Nixon with this. Ao e had his
own reasons for wanting to do a story that he thought might lead (o exposing Nixon and
bringing down Nixon. I don't know. It's a very sirange friendship. There's w lo! of tension
between them and there's a very strong bond between them because ench of (hem owes Lhe
other one the fact ithat they are now millionaires and can gel book contracts [ any smount of
money they want. So 1 don't think it occcurred Lo Bernsleln, These were Just two guys working
together.

Q: Let's get back to Ben Bradlee, I know part of what's In Lhe book snd part of what
upset those forces that caused the withdrawal of Its first publication s whal you've sald
about Ben Bradlee and his connection to the Ethyl and Jullus Rosenberg trial, Can you
talk about that a bit?

A Yes. Well. in the first edition, which was the one thal was recalled nnd sliedded, | louked in
State Department lists for "52 and "53 when Bradlee was serving as o pross atiaclie sup lly
in the American embassy in Paris. This was during the Marshall I'lan when the United Stales
over in Europe had hundreds of thousands of people making an lnlensive ellort Lo keep
Western Europe from going Communist. Bradlee wanied Lo be part of tha! elfurt. So he was
uver In the American embassy in Pars and the embassy st had these lettern afler hin name
that said USIE, And 1 asked the State Department this meant and I sald United States
Information Exchange. It was the forerunner of the USIA, the Untled Stules Information
Agency. It was the propaganda arm of the embassy. And | sald, "Well, what did this group do?”
They produced propaganda thal was then disseminaled by the CIA nll over Eurgpe, They
planted newspaper stories, they had a lot of reporters on thelr payrolls, they routinely would
produce stortes out of the embassy and give them to these reporters and they would appear in
the papers in Europe and this would be. . Il's very important to undersiand how Inlluential il
is, how influential newspaper storles are to people because this ts what people (hink of as thetr
essential source of facts about whal Is going on. They don't question It and even il they do
questlon i, they have nowhere else to go o find oul anything else, So Bmdlee wus Invelved In
producing this propaganda. But at that point in the story [ didn’l know exacily what he was
doing. 1 published the first book just saying that he worked for USIE and that this agency
produced propaganda for the CIA. Well, anyway, he went totally crazy aller the hook came out
and he went...one person told me who knew him then thal he was going all up and down the
East Coast having lunch with every editor he could think of saying thal 11 wias not true, he did
notl produce any propaganda, And he attacked me viclously and he sald ihal | had falsely
accused him of belng a CIA agent. And the reaction was totally oul ol praportion to whal | had
sald.

Q: You make u good polnt in the book that other people who have Lisd slmilar kinds of, 1
don't even know If you want to call them accusations, but reports that they in some way
cooperated with the CIA In the ffties, that the times were different and people were
expected to do that kind of thing out of a sense of patriotism and they kind of blow it
off.
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Bob Woodward has consistently lied about his background ever
since the first time anybody started asking who this person is.

A That's right, People say, yeah, this is whal | did back then, you know. But Bradlee doesn't
want to be defined that way because, 1 don't know, somehow he thinks it's just tea revealing of
him, of who he is. He doesn'l want (o admii a true fact about his past because somehow he
doesn't want il known that this is where he came [rom. Because this is the beginning of his
journalistic career, This is how he made 1L big.

C: And that sensitivity to that reveals a lot about his ongolng motives In working with
the press, wouldn't you say?

A Yes, absclutely, Anyway, subsequeni to my book being shredded in 1979, early 1980, | got
some documents through the Freedom of Information Act and Lhey revealed (hat Bradlee had
been--he always claimed that he had been a low level press {lack in the pmbassy in Paris, just a
press fack, nothing more, And these documents that [ gol from the State Department revealed
that he had been the person who was munning an entire propaganda operation agalnst Jullus
and Ethyl Rosenberg that covered forty countries on four continents, And the purpose of this
operation was to...Jullus and Ethyl Rosenberg had already been convicted of belng atomic sples
and they were on death row walling to be executed. And the purpose of Bradlee's propaganda
operation was to convince the Eurgpeans that they really were sples, they really had given the
secrel of the atomic bomb ta the Russians and therefore they did deserve to be put to death.
The Europeans, having just very few years before defeated Hitler, were very concerned that the
United States was golng fasclst the way thelr countries had. And this was a very real fear {o the
Europeans. They saw the same thing happening in the Uniled States that had happened in
their own countries, And so Bradlee's Job, by using the Rosenberg case Lo say no this sn't whal
you think It Is, these people really did this bad thing and they really do deserve 1o die and it
doesn't mean that the United States is becoming fascist. So he had a very key role in creating
European public opinion and it was very, very lmportant. This was the key Issue that was gaolng
to delermine how the Europeans fell aboul ihe United Stales. Some of the documents that 1
had showed him writing letters o the prosecutors of the Rosenbergs saying “I'm working for the
head of the CIA In Paris and he wants me o come and look at your flles.” And this kind of
thing, So in the sccond edition, which came out In 1987, 1 reprinted those documents, the
actual documents, the readers can see them and it's got his signature and it's very, very
interesting, And he subsequently has sald nothing about It at all, He won'l talk about i all, He
won't answer any questions about L. So I guess the point about Bradlee Is that he went from
this job to being European bureau chief for Newsweek magazine and he went right from there
to the executive editorship of the Pasi. So this is how he got where he Is. It's very clear line of
SUCCESsSion.

Q: And Phillip Graham's association with American Intelligence would parallel at least
Bradlee's, correct? In fact, in a large way he was the architect nfthhhndnftmln—nm
relationship of the press with Intelligence,. wasn't he?

A Yes, well, Philllp Graham was Katharine Graham's husband, who ran the Post in the fifiles
and he committed sulcide in 1963 and thal's when Katharine Graham took over. He was close
friends with Allen Dulles and Phil Graham, the paper wasn't doing very well for a while and he
was looking for a way Lo pay forelgn correspondents and Allen Dulles was looking for a cover.
Allen Dulles was head of the ClA back then and he was looking for a cover for some of his
operatives so thai they could get in and oul of places without arousing suspiclon, So Lthe two of
them hit an a plan: Allen Dulles would pay for the reporters and they would give the CIA the
information that they found as well as giving (L to the Post. So he helped to develop this
operation and it subsequently spread to other newspapers and magazines. And it was called
Operation Mockingbird. This operation, I belleve, was revealed for the first time in my book.

g8: To get back to Phil Graham for 8 minute. There are two things that I'd llke to bring up
about him: first, he supported Alger Hiss, first, right? And he {(ip-flopped on that lasue?
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But he was at loggerheads with Nixon on that and that was the beginning of this kind of
Life-long enmity between Nixon and the Post.

& Yes, he supported Alger Hiss largely because he had been a Supreme Coun law clerk for
Justice Felix Frankfurt, Frankfurt felt very strongly that Hiss was innocent. Hiss was accused
ol spying also. Bul Phil was interested in being a with-t kind of guy, very modem, up to the
uiinute, Involved in the Lhinking of hls Umes. So the thinking of his limes was the Cold War
and was anti-Soviel and get all the domestic sples and this was, he eventually gave \n to this
way of thinking and with the majority of his [rlends and associates thinking if Hiss wasn't a spy
himsell he should al leasi be made an example of because there were sples among us, as we
say. S0 he was instrumental in (hal, bul before he did lum around on Hiss, | belleve he
accused Nixon of excesses in lrying (o prosecute Hiss because Hiss was one of the.. the Hiss
case was how Nixon made his reputation as an antl-Communist and as an important natlonal
political figure, And he was the one who was runnlng around screaming aboul Hiss and so Phil
Graham criticlzed Nixon for this. And Nixon takes things like that very personally and he never
forgol . So when he became president a number of years later, Phil Graham was dead,
Katharine was the head of the Washington Pest and she made her usual overtures o e
incumbent president, you know, *Come over, gel to know my editors, tell themn how you want
vour storles covered.” And Nixon, instead of accepting it, he rejected it because he was sidll
angry about what happened flteen years ago, S0 he rejected her overtures and then for her
owtl reasons. | guess she had nothing to lose by golng alter him. You see, everybody that was
involved in thal Walergate investigation was delng it from thelr own perspective. Woodward was
doing il fram the Naval Inlelligence perspective, Bernstein was dolng it [rom the perspective of
being a reporter who finally wanted to do a story that would get him out of his suburban
courtroom beal. Katharine Graham wanted lo keep Ben Bradlee happy and Bradlee had his
own sources of information about, you know, Nixon s going to be brought down and yoii're
going Lo be the one to do it. And she didn't care because she hated Nixon by that time. If she
had had a close [riendship with Nixon, if Nixon hadn't rejected her friendship, she would have
protected him the way that she had protected Reagan. Because none of those Reagan scandals
ever got pursued by the Post the way the Nixon scandals did, In facl, one of the first things that
the Reagan people did when Reagan got inta oilice was to make (riends with Katharine Graham
and thal was precisely for that reason. They decided that Nancy should be best [riends with
Katharine Graham and they did it, They got her over there, they met her, they had her invited
over Lo the White House, they just did all these things. And nothing bad about Reagan ever got
in the Post unless it was somewhere else first and they just had to do it 1o show thal they were
still a legitimate newspaper. Bul they never broke any stories on Reagan that were damaging
and he sailed through cight years looking as good as she could keep him looking,

Q: Before we get too far from Phil Graham, I'd llke to talk a little bit more about his
sulelde. Getting back to that article that Leary wrote, he seemed to suggest that there
‘was & reason to belleve that It could have been something more than sulcide, that there's
no Indication or public record that Graham wasn't done In. And that the “sulcide”
happened shortly after this public event where Graham was talking about the JFK/Mary
Meyer liaison. Can you talk a little blit more about that?

A Yeah, there |s continuing...Phil died In "63 and Ii's now 1992, There's still continuing
speculation, twenty nine years later that hre was murdered. In my book, [ wrote it as a suicide
because that's the way that \l's been represented and 1 didn't have any Independent knowledge
of anything else, I | were doing il (oday, or I | ever do another editlon, I will probably expand
on that and spend some Ume investigating it and {inding out whether there Is any evidénce that
it was murder. But there were a couple of reasons why it could have been murder, One is the
one you mentloned. The people that were protecting Kennedy might have done il because of he
was a manic depressive, He was In and out of institutions and he was very mentally unstable,
A lot of that probably had lo do with the fact that he married into a wealthy family. He married
the boss’ daughter and they gave him the newspaper bul they were watching every move he
made, So he did not react well to thal because Katharine Graham's father had owned the
Washinglon Posl He may have been killed for that reason, il he was killed, He may have been
killed because he had a mistress named Robin Webb, who was.. by that time he had moved out
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of Kalharine's house and he was living with Robin Webb In another house and he was actually
behaving as i they were married. He had dinner parties over there with her and invited various
members of the Waslhingtion elile over there for dinner pariles and making il very clear (hat this
was the woman he preferred to Katharine. And at the same time, he was re-writing his will. He
re-wrote his will thiree times, Edward Bennet Williams was his attorney, Edward Bennel
Williams, who is very well-known as a Washington power broker, He récently died but he was
very much invelved in this, Each time, he willingly, at Phil's request, wrote a will that gave
Katharine less and less of a share of the Washinglon Post and gave more and more of il to
Robin Webb. By the (hird rewrite she had nothing and Robin Webb had everything. And this
was al a8 Ume when Katharine had prelty much given up on the marriage and realized that in
order Lo save lhe newspaper, which she thought of as her family newspaper, her father buill
that newspaper and she didn'l want o let it go to some mistress of her husband’s, and she had
come Lo the conclusiton that she either had to diverce him and win the paper In a divorce
settlement, or she had to have him declared mentally Imcompetent. And each of these
allernatives was very unatlracllve 1o her. And so there's some speculation thal elther she
arranged for him to be killed or somebody said to her, “don't worry, we'll take care of it" and
there's some speculation (hal (L might have even been Edward Bennel Willlams, So, anyway,
she ook him out of the sanitarium one weekend and (ook him out to thelr farm (n Vinginga and
this was where he blew his brains out with a shotgun. And the police repont was never really
made public. And even after my paperback edition was published this fall, 1 gol a call [rom
some woman who claims that she knew for a fact that it was murder, And If I ever do publish
another edition, 1 Intend to look into that. This (s the kind of talk that people live with in
Washington, DC.

Mary Pinchot Meyer had her, after she divorced Cord Meyer, she moved to Washington and
she was lving in Ben Bradlee's garage, which had beeén made Into an art studio and this is
where she was living, And when she was killed on this tow path, James Anglelon showed ap al
the garage al the studio and there's two verslons of the story (hal I've heard. One Is that he
searched for the dlary and found UL and took It away and the other s that Ben Bradlee handed
it to him and he look it away. Supposedly he burned Il but people thal knew Angleton say that
he never burned anything, he saved everything. So supposedly it still exists. Now Angleton is
dead now but if anybody has it it's probably his widow,

@: There's no Freedom of Information way of accessing it I guess,

& Not undess (l's in official govermment files. 11's a sketehbook. In facl, Bradlee talked aboul
this in an Interview with David Frost a couple of months ago and he sald that it was Just a
sketch book and he's seen il and it only has skelches is in it and a few pages of writing, bul it
wasn't a diary per se. Now [ trust Bradlee about as far as 1 can throw him,

Q: NBEC did = series on the JFK assassination and the last thing they did was roll a list of
people who had bein killed that were somehow connected to the JFK assassination and
there Mary Meyer's name rolled by,

A: Really?
Q: Yeah, Now how do we connect Mary Meyer to JFK's assassination?

A [ don't believe she was involved in his assassination.

@: We're thinking in terms of CIA henchmen. Is that the connecting principle? It was
surprising to see hier name In connection with the assassination. I knew they were lovers
but her death...might it have had something to do with knowledge that she had?
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If Nizxon hadn't rejected Katharine Graham's friendship, she
would have protected him the way that she had protected
Reagan.
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A: She was alive for another year, | don't know what went on in that year. Maybe she was
trying lo expose something. Thal's something that also worth looking inlo. There's a man right
now doing @ book on Mary Meyer which should be very interesting. His name is Leo Damore
and I'm very much looking lorward Lo reading that book. T'm sure il's going to have a lot of new
information in it. It's not out yet but it will be soon.

Q: He did n book on Ted Kennedy and Chappaguidick...

A .. called Senalorial Privilege. He's a very diligent researcher and [ know because 1've spolen
to him about the pains that he goes through to check out every little thing. And 1 think his
research is beyond reproach. He's got a funny personality bul that shouldn't detracl from his...

Q: Let's turn the conversatlon back to thls term that you colned in the book,
mediapolitics, the political uses of information. Is there a way that any average person
who plcks up the paper—Is there a way they can read It In which they could judge it
against what is just a regurgitation of o government report or press release and what s
mctually tr::ﬁ'i' What are the sources that one looke to for the truth, or as close as they
can get to it

A The way (o read the Washinglon Fosl, and | suppose this applles (o any newspaper in any
city that you lve in, I8 certain reporters of certain beats, they develop certaln contacts with
certain politicians and f you know that and f you know who they're talking Lo every day and
you can just sorl of know by whose by-line is on the story, where thelr information is coming
from. So you don't read It as this reportier's story, you read il as the politiclan using this writer
to say something. In the c¢ase of the Post, even Katharine Graham has described 1t this way,
that the Post is the Internal memao system of the U, 5. government, | mean, politiclans try to glet
things in the Post to talk to each other, To say, "] have something on you, If you don't play
something my way I'm going to leak more of this, This is Just a taste of whal I know aboul yoa.”
This kind of thing. Sp that goes on all the time and you have to kind ol spend some tirne
studying who your reporters are and who thelr sources are, | look at the Washinglon Post anti |
see a Bob Woodward piece on there and 1 say, "Oh, OK~, like when he did the serles on Dian
Quayle. A seven parl series on this complete non-entity, all about what a decent human belng
he is and even though he doesna’t have brains, his wife does and Il took up more column Inches
probably than any story they've done since Watergate, And it was Bob Woodward doing 1t. And
1 thought, "OK, now elther he has gotten the word to push Dan Quayle or he's gotten the word
that Dan Quayle Ls going to be it and he wants to get on the band wagon and look like he's tn
an the big thing." Thal's the only two ways you can read #i with Bob Woodward. And dependting
on whal you know about the reporter, you can understand that. Now some people are very
independent and they won't really probe all with their sources, they'll ask hard questions and
not just be a cipher for letting the politiclans say whatever he wants through them. But these
people tend to lose thelr access and the sources tend (o get mad at them and not talk to them
anymore and start giving the good stufl 1o reporiers who will tell it their way because, you
know, they know that the reporiers have a Job and they've gol to fill a certain number of Inches
everyday or they're in trouble. You just don't have time to go running around, digging. That's
why 1 personally never really wanted Lo be a reporter because | ltke to spend my tirne
developing stories for as long as il takes. So It's just a way of looking al the newspaper where
it's not facls but it's people fighting to get their points of view out to you through using the
reporter as a vehicle,

&: So there's no particular publication that you look to as there used to be, maybe: =

Stone's Weekiy or as T mentioned the Covert Actlon Information Bulletin or any

lnfp"unmtln publication that you go Into and you know you're golng to get credible
'ormation?

A Well, 1 think that you have to read more than one. You have to know the blases of each
publication and then read as many ag you can and then compare them.
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@: Just kind of sift through the information yourself.

A And If you're interested, If you're really interested in the story, you make phone ¢alls and
ask your own guestions. The publications that really want to be in the big time are the ones
thal are most suspecl because they are the ones that are most vulnerable to black malil or
withdrawal of prestige or that kind of thing. like the Post and the Times. They are also the ones
that are In a very strong position 1o go agains! the grain f they really wanl to bécause they are
financtally independent and don't need 1o be worried that they're going to lose thelr adveriisers
or lose readers If they do something courageous once in a while, It's ironic because It's (he very
function of belng so Inside, and playing the game so well and getting so much money and so
much power thal they can occasionally turn against the establishment and really do something
courageous if they only wanlt lo. But they don'l want to do it oo often because they don't want
to make a habit of it and they don't wanl to get a reputation of being ltke that. After the
Walergate stories, the first number of speeches Katharine Graham made were all about getting
back to business. She didn't wanl the reporters to think that they were always going to be
against the govertunent, thal they were always golng lo exposing politiclans, That was her first
roncern, She didn't want (o be like thal ever again. That was it. Thal was an aberration. She
wanted her reporters to understand that. And to underline this, she withheld a contract for
three years, a Newspaper Gulld contract, she made them work without a contract, no raises,
made them very vulnerable to being fired or being moved (o night assignments or oul of town If
they didn't do what she wanted In the way of just cooling It In terms of the way of antagonism
to the powers thal be.

Q: Had your book been given the push that they originally intended to give it in its
original edition, how do you assess what kind of lmpeact It would have hud back then, in
the late seventles, and 1 wagn't famlliar with the second edition, I'm not sure who
published It or how well known it {s, and this third edition, the publisher Is Sheridan
Square Press. The editions have all been moch amaller than they would have been had
there not been such a reaction to its original publication.

A The first edition was thelr biggesl book for thal season. The first printing was 25,000 and it
was sold out beflore publication. And they were already tnto a second printing and i was a
Literary Guild selectfon and It had a publisher in London and 1t had seven paperback houses
bidding on it at the time they pulled the book off the market. And 1 think it would have had a
very big impact because It was the first book about the truth undermeath the myth of the
Washington Post which had come out ever since Walergate. And these people were al the
height of their power, the height of their glamour and nobedy really thought twice about who
these people were. 1 think it would have had an enonmous impaci.

Q: And you sued, right?

A 1sued Harcourt Brace for breach of contract for laking my book off the market.

Q: And won.

A And won. yeah.

Q: Who published the second edition?

A A litte publisher called National Press in Bethesda, Maryland. That was out for a year or
two bul he didn't promote. And the third edition is now oul with Sheridan Square Press who Is
small but a very good publisher. And they're the people that published the Jim Garrison book
thil became the JFK movie.

Q: On the Trail of the Assassins.

A Thal's right. And they're very sharp politically and they're very courageous and | like them a
lod.
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When Mary Pinchot Meyer was killed on this tow path, James
Angleton showed up at the garage at the studio and there's two
versions of the story that I've heard. One is that he searched
for the diary and found it and took it away and the other is that
Ben Bradlee handed it to him and he took it away.
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Q: Can I ask you what you do now? You've got the book out. Are you a reporter?

A I'm wrillng a book on Henry and Clare Booth Luce, which is going to be a further
investigation of mediapolitics. But it's going to be a much broader scope book. It's going Lo be
aboul Time magazine and how Il translormed American culiure. And it's going to be a
psychological portrait of Henry Luce and Clare Booth Luce and how these people projecied
their own needs Lo be powerful on to this enormously successful, influential...

Q: Empire?

A: Well, the magazine {s really one of the most, I want to use the word Thought Control, It
really worked on peoples minds in a way (hat nothing else had belore it.

Q: If that book Is any bit the eye opener that your current book is, it's certalnly golng to
be Interesting reading.

A: Thank vou,

L
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Katharine Graham and Ben Bradlee, laughing
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Hag Carbom Deting Burded The Shrond of Tuorin?
By John Hayward

On Oclober 13, 1988, Il was announced to the world that carbon-dating (C-14)
resulls fom the famous Shroud of Turdn, repuled (o be (Re aclual burial shroud of Jesus
of Nazareth, showed that the cloth was dated hetween AD 1260-1350, suggesting that 1t
could not be Lhal of Jesus, wheo was crucified abaul AD 30 For most people, that settled
the gquestion: the Shroud was a lake, even though no one can still explain, much less
duplicate the front and back, lull-length Images, which are pholographieally negative
{pholography wasn'l even invenled until the nineteenth century), superficial (only on
the lop several thousands of an inch of the fibers), three-dimensional (no other picture
in the world containg true three-dimensional information) and physiologically/ana-
Lomlcally correct (poorly understood in the (thireenih-lfoaurieenth centuries),

One could usually count on seeing many articles on the Shroud in religlous
periodicals, especially in Lent. Despile the lact thal there have been five major
sympasia on the Shroud sinee the C-14 resulls (and one 1o come in Rome in 1993), even
religious periodicals are now viriually lgnoring the Shroud. Bul many eminent
researchers and sclenlists, inoluding those who actually examined the Shroud In 1978,
have expressed al these symposia and elsewhere grave reserveations about the C-14 test.
They believe Lhat the tests were perfarmed in such a way as 1o casl severe doubls on the
valldity of the results, These protests have [allen on dezafl ears. The media has given
very litle air ttme (o the doubts expressed. Most people seem happy Lo put out of their
mind such an important issue, which deals with no less than (he meaning of e, As
one author writing about the Shrood pul it, "Many calegorically refuse Lo notice any
issue that is ontulogically imporiant; they refuse o tdnk beyond beer, sex, TV, and
money,”

Anolhier case assoclaled willh the deall ol a8 lamous Ieader, albell a secular one,
has seemingly taken the place of the Shroud --tronleally even ln Lhe religlous media:
the assassinalion of Prestdent John F. Kennedy., There are some [ascinating
similarities between the (wo cases, As mentloned, both deal with the death [some might
use the word "executlon”) of a famous lrader. Both cases have people in powerful or
exalled posilions espousing a view that ks contested by groups that do not accept the
discrepancies, irregularities, and suppression of evidence emanaling from the "official”
view. Bolh cases are hampered by the declsion ol the people in pesitions of power, who
seem to be afrald to let all the data to come oul in each case

in the case of the Shroud, carbon-daling officials, who knew virtually nothing
about the Shroud and 4s history (the latter being erueial for proper C-14 testing) and
who had never observed the whale cloth lirst-hand, pronounced that the Shroud was
definitely medieval, despite the fact that this data conflicied with over eighty years of
other scientiflie data that suggested that the Shroud is authente, The labs refused Lo
release the raw data from their experimenls, tlermal procedure for all sclentilic
experiments, and only relegsed their final report, which was nol peer-reviewed (i.e.,
analyzed and crifigued by other scientists--another standard procedure in science) and
left many unanswered gquestions,

In the case of JFK, the officlal governmenl positlon (s thal Lee Harvey Oswald
acted alone, despite the [act that there is overwhelming evidence thal there was a
conspiracy. Officials who were nol al the scene decided thal dozens of people who
witnessed the assassination and had {es(lmony that conflelsd with the "official" view
were simply wrong. Many documents perfaining (o the assassination were to have been
sealed until 2039. Although it has been reported thal researchers will get aceess to some
of these documents very soon, lhere has been enough abuse and tampering wilh
previous evidence Lo cause concern aboul Lhe integrily of the remalning documents. I
has also been reporied that any bill passed 1o release these documents will gel a
Presidential veto. No surprise there!
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Howgver., lel us return to specific detalls concerning the controversy
surrounding the Shroud of Turin, Much doubt has been cast upon the validity of the C-
14 results by many researchers and scientists, especially by a French priest named
Bruno Bonrel-Eymard, whose work appears in a periodical published by his religious
arder, and [lallan authors Orazio Petrosillo and Emanuella Marinelll, who published a
book in 1990. The evidence presented by Donnel Eymard and Petrosillo/Marinelll is
slartling. 1t indicates thal theére was an enormous lack of professlonalism n the
lesting process. Discrepancies and brregularitles abound in the saga. The Cardinal of
Turin's sclentific atdviser, Luigi Gonella, Indicated afier the resulls that he believed that
an antl-Catholic conspiracy had been at work. “There are those who speak of a Jewish-
masonic conspiracy," write Petrosillo and Marinelll. The Vatican Secretariat of State
has reportecly opened a dossier to exarnine whether such allegations are true.

Why would the Masons get involved? According lo French author Yves
Marsaudon, "Only Masonry ¢an resolve the vast problems Imposing themselves upan
man today and which despite irrefutable goodwill neither the organized Churches nor
political parties are 0l to lackle."

Many scholars had expressed the need for caution In interpreting C-14 results
on the Shroud, which has been in several fires and exposed to many contaminants over
the years. The test, which was performed on a miniscule fragment of the cloth, is
extremely sensitive, and it doesn't take much for the results to be completely
misleading. Michael Winter, a C-14 specialist, has writlen, "If a dating by Carhon-14
confirms our theories, we put the resulls in plain view in the main text: if # contradicts
them, but not entirely, we relegate the results to footnote; and If the daling contradicls
our theories completely, we hide the fact from everyone.” But in reality, the errors in
some C-14 cases are well publicized. The magazine Science in December 1988 revealed
that some live shells of snalls were dated to 26,000 BP (Before Present). The
geographical periodical Anlartic reported recently thal a newly killed seal dated lo
1,300 BP. The journal Radiocarbon reported that the skin of a 26,000 year old
mammoth was Judged to be only 5,600 years old. Such errors are not rare, Not lang
after the Shroud C-14 resulls, the Brilish Research Counell gave 38 laboratories around
the world objects of a known age lo be tested. Only 7 laboratories achleved results
deemed acceptable by the BRC.

The three labs thal performed the Shroud dating have all recently had some
interesting resulls on olher objecls. The director of the laboralory of Zurich,
Switzerland had attempled to date (he limen handkerchiel of his mother-in-law.
Allthough the handkerchlel was aboul 50 years old. the C-14 results Indicated an age of
350 years. "The fault of detergents” was the explanation. The Tucson laboratory dated a
Viking homi Lo the year 2006 AD (thal's right--we haven't reached it yet). In 1991, the
Oxford lab (England) was asked to dale anclent rock painting by South Alrican
bushmen. Their results estimated the rock to be 1,200 year old, but they were
dumbfounded when a grandmother named Joan Ahrens sald she had painted them 11
years previcusly,

It seemed thal the C-14 test was Lo be only be one test, Inserted nto a context of
multi-disciplinary examination. The Shroud had already been subjecied Lo various
tests, wiLth resulls sugdesting that the Shroud dated 1o the time of Jesus. Pollen analysis
showed that the cloth had been in Palestine and laly and including all the places in

e e e e e e e e S e 0 O o 6 ]

The Cardinal of Turin's scientific adviser, Luigi Gonella,
indicated after the results that he believed that an anti-
Catholic conspiracy had been at work,
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between where Lradition maintalns that the cloth once was. The late Fr, Francis Filas,
a professor al Loyola University In Chicago, had found evidence of the imprint of coins
placed over the eyes of the man in the Shroud, a practice known to have existed at the
Ume of Jesus. The imprinis of the cains match colns mihted by Pontius Pilate, who
reigried in Palestiine from 26-36 AD. Jesus s belleved Lo have been crucifled in 30 or 33
AD, Traces of aragonite, a rare mineral present in the grottoes of Jerusalem, has been
found. There are traces of hemoglobin; the coagulating blood had been Interrupled
without the stalns being altered and before the decaying process starlied. With such
sclentific resulls, the Shroud of Turin Research Project (STURP), a group of 40
American sclenllsts, presented In 1984 to Cardinal Ballestrero of Turin a new plan of
research, called Phase II. In Phase [I, the STURP teamn proposed Lo see answers Lo 85
questions related Lo the formation of the Image (still a complete mystery to this day). its
preservation and its authenticity.

A bitter struggle began al this point. According to Bonnel-Eymard and
Pelrosillo/Marinelll, the sclentists who eveniually carbon-dated the Shroud, had the
ohjective of preventing any inler-disciplinary research and Lo base the verdict of
authenticity on C-14 alone. The tests would be conducted with as little Imput as
possible from the Turin archdiocese and the Pontifical Academy of Sclences, the Pope's
advising body on scientific matters. Two men who were allegedly key figures (n this
saga were the Eplscopalian priest David Sox and C-14 selientist Harry Gove,

Sox, who had been secretary of the British Soclety for the Turin Shroud, had for
years been urging C-14 for the Shroud. Beginning in 1976 he had contacted a number ol
laboratories and Inleresied them in being nvolved in a dating of the Shroud, In 1977
he contacted Harry Gove, one of the ploneers of C-14 dating. Gove then contacted two
Oxford sclentists, Robert Hedges and Edward Hall. These two would be the men who
would present the resulls obtained by the three laboratories to a press conference on 14
October 1988. Along with them, Michael Tite, director of Londen's British Museum,
which was the sole coordinating institulion and "guarantor” of the results. On the
blackboard behind them, the results were written with a large exclamation poeint
following. According to the authors, this behavior showed a lack of impartiality and
scientille neutrality.

Sox, who resigned [rom the British Soclety for the Turin Shroud in January
1981 after stating his bellef that the Shroud was a painung, based on the opinions of
Chicago microscopist Walter McCrone, whose work was contested by the STURP group.
Although the testing was (o be performed in secret, Sox managed to get tn to the Zurich
lab with a BBC {elevision crew to watch and fllm various phases of the test. A book by
Sox, The Shroud Unmasked: Uncovering the Greatest Forgery of All Time was ready
for release long before the results of the test were even made publie. Gonella,
Ballestrero's adviser, would say, "I realized only al the end of the tests there was a
veritable radio-carbon malfla.”

Harry Gove appeared at the Radio-Carbun Congress of Dubrovnik In June 1988
and presented himsell as "the principal spokesman and coordinator for the dating of
the Shroud.” In fact, there had been an on-going dispute between Gove and Gonella for
some time. In 1986, Gove had confided to Carlos Chagas, president of the Pontifical
Academy of Sclences, that Gonella did nol respect him. Shortly before that, Gove had
declared that ¥ STURP, which had proposed the program of intéerdisciplinary research,
was allowed Lo participate, he wolld pull out.

In the preparatory meelings held In June 1286, Gove had proposed thal Sox be
present along with the directors of the laboratories that would be ¢hogen to do the
testing. Gonglla, who preferred that STURF participate in the testing, wrote a private
leiter to Chagas. Another official in the Pontifical Academy of Sclences saw the letter
and revealed the contents (o Gove; the letter was even published In Sox's book. In the
letter, Gonella accused Gove Lrying to obtaln lfunds from the Nalonal Sclence
Foundation and wanted to present himself as the leader of the laboratories (which at
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Lhe Ume was going (o Include Gave's Rochester [ab) to Inerease the prestige of his lab,
From Lhat time on, there were two "camps”, one led by Gove and Chagas, the other by
Gonella and STURP. The former seemed to prevail, although Gonella managed to get
Gove's lab removed from the testing. Not lo be outdone, Gove managed to get himself
Invited to the Tucson lab for ehservation of the testing there.

Although there are two types of C-14 tests, one being older and more proven, the
three laboratories chosen all use the newer and more suspect AMS method, Since Lhe
sample was also taken from crly one suspect area of the cloth instead of from several
places as reconunended, the nollon of independent tests, essential to a rigid scientific

methodology, belng performed is absurd. One simply has 1 sample being tested 3 Uimes
under stmmllar condiUons.

So why did Gomella. though hostile te Gove and Tavorable to multi-disciplinary
Lesting and who had authority 1o accepl or reject procedures, accept such conditions? Al
a Shroud symposium tn May 1989, Gonella stated, “The Church found herself faced with
a challenge launched by a few persons who, with Lhetr requests, did everything they
could to make us say no, in order to say that the Church as alrald of science. So, laced
with this danger, It was declded to proceed 1o the selenlific examinalion at all costs,
cvent with protests.” And he added: "Il was a matler of blackmail. They backed us
against the wall with the threat of blackmail: ejther we would accept the Carbon-14
daling lests under the condltions sel by the laboratories or 2 campalgn would be
unleashed against the Church with accusations that the Church feared the truth, that
the Church was the enemy of science. .In any case, the laboratories acted very badly. I
protest thelr absolute lack of sclentifle professionalism. 1 prolest the base way they
conducted their experiments. 1 have told them to their laces that they are mafiost”

One can understand those who are kmowledgable about the Shroud continue lo
hold to their beltel (hal the ¢loth Is authenlic, One expects a nedtral and detached
attitude on the part of scientists performing such an importanl experiment but it
clearly was not the case. Edward Hall, director of the Oxford lab, sald in an interview in
1989, "l vertainly did not beleve that the Shroud was the burial cloth of Christ" and
added that he did nol know whether the blood on the linen was that of a man or a pig.
And although to this day, the tmage-formaltion process on the Shroud 1s & mystery, Hall
staies that i{'s not an Important guestion in light of the fact that the results show it to
be medieval, What kind of scientist is it that Is satisfied while major questions are still
unanswered?

The Lests to date the Shroud were supposed Lo be "blind” tests; the Shroud
samples along with control cloth samples [dates of which were known by the
authorities but not suppased (o be known by the labs) were (o have been prepared in such
a way to avold lampering or exchanges and 1o nsure the trustworthiness of the daling.
But the sole overseer of the whole operation, Michael Tite of the British Museum
informed the labs of the dates of the "control” samples. In addiUon, the representatives
of the laboratories had been able Lo see the Shroud, which has a very unusual weave,
during the cutting of the samples in Turin. "They did not trust the cardinal and a whole
group of them came to Turin,” Gonella would say later. They were easily able to identify
the Shroud sample when it came time for the testing. The director of the Zurich lab
admitted in front of Sox's television camera: "All that you need to do is look at the
photographs of the Shroud's fabric published in National Geographic. 1t is not difficult
for mie Lo recognize the Shroud's matertal; il is the sample marked Z1."

There is mnore. On April 21, the three small pleces cul for the testing were
packaged along with the "control” samples in steel cylinders in a private room (this part
of the proceedings were nol videotaped) by Tile and Cardinal Ballesirero, Al this point
Gabriel Vial, an expert on ancienl fabrics, introduced a piece of cloth dating from the
medieval period, Vial had oblained the ¢loth from French C-14 scientist Jacque Evin,
who had been asked by Tite (o find a piece of material as similar to the Shroud as
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"It was a matter uf blackma.ﬂ They backed us ngninst the ma]l
with the threat of blackmail: either we would accept the
Carbon-14 dating tests under the conditions set by the
laboratories or a campaign would be unleashed against the
Church with accusations that the Church feared the truth,
that the Church was the enemy of science."

possible dating from 1hl: mt‘dlwak period. Tite had asked thal the [abrlc be brought to
London, but Evin, fearing it would not arrive en time, had it brought to him In Turin.

This sample, not called for by the official protocol, requested and delivered In a
strange way. when Cardinal Bellestrero, believing the procedure concluded, had lefl the
tourn, was also cul Into 3 pleces and given te the laboratories, This sample was pul into
envelopes rather than steel containers, making it eastly (dentifiable, Almost no report,
note even the semi-official one of that day, mentions this last sample, which Is so close
to the age eventually announced [or the Shroud, has led some to claim that there was a
substitullon.

There are also discrepancies regarding the supposed weights of the samples. Ina
lecture in Paris, Glovanni Riggl, who made the actual cut, sald it was 497 milligrams.
But later In the talk, he gave the figure of 540 milligrams. In the film made of the the
cutting, the scale showed 478.1 milllgrams. Another textlle expert Involved In Lhe
operation, Franco Testore, Indicated a figure of 298 milligrams.

In short, there are many unanswered questions. This has led some to speak of
an "anti-Catholic plot” designed to erasing traces of the visible presence of Christ.
Although there are no immediate plans for ancther round of testing, It seems certain
that the Vatican does not consider the case closed.

SOURCES
Chambers, Roger. "War of the Shroud." Christfan Standard. 18 April 1982, p. 13.

"Ecumenism and Masonry; As They' Like 11", 30 Days In the Church and in the World,
No. 3, 1992, pp. 38-41.

Pacl. Stefano M. "The Case Is Not Closed." 30 Days In the Church and in (he World, 3(6),
June IEEG PR. 36-40,




" SCIENCE TRIVIA

TEST

. Wha Invented the housshald electrical system we
use toduy?

2. Who invented radio?
i. Who Invented television?

i you answered: |) Edison, 2) Marconl, and 3) | don't

know, then just maybe your knowledge of science isn't
where you think it is!!

The real answers te the above questions are:

1) Nikola Tesla, 2) Mathan B, Stubblefield, and 3) Philo T.
Famsworth. Once famous, International household
names, they have now sunk sadly into obscurity. Bur
these extraordinary inventors went on to grearer worlks
= major discoveries in the field of alternative energy.
Discoveries important encugh to threaten the oil-coal-
rallroad energy monopolists of their day. ifthelrenergy
inventions haod become as ux radio and TV
the world wouldn't be so polluted and

from nuclear power might never have been needed|ll

If you want to know more about these great inven-
tors, and a lot more you've been missing, then join our
growing number of worldwide subscribers who count on
the JOURNAL OF BORDERLAND RESEARCH
to keep them up-to-date on the sclentific discoveries that
may be vital for our survival into the 215t Century.

Each issue is packed with the latest discoveries from
our intemational network of researchers on altermative
energy, health, water technology, weather engineering
and much more. Yearly subscriptions are only $25 for 6
bi-manthly issues filled with features, articles by brilliant
researchers about their current work book and video
reviews, letters from subscribers, a bulletin board of
ather publiations, books, and reports worth looking
intoy

FIND OUT WHAT YOU'VE BEEN MISSING....
Subscribers o our journal know the answers to the
above trivia questions. Maybe you should too. Subscribe
today! Yvhat you learn might not seem so trivial.

“Tomorrow’s mainstream science, today™

The Journal of Borderland Research
Box 429F, Garberville, California

K\E 95542 J
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The Vatican's
Alliance With
Reagan

by Tom Flynn

We note with concern recer |
media allegations that former Preside:
Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul
formed a secret alllance 1o help Lopp
commnungst rule in Poland, 1f true, th
satories help to explain certain element
of the Solldarity saga that alway
seemed Incredibly fortutous. But Lhe
also mark a papal return lo geopolitic
on a scale unmatched in more than
century, And they raise seriou
questions about church-slat
separation: How can a seculs
democracy order ils relations with a
entity that is both a sovereign forelg
power and a religlous communily? An
what Is implied when the Valican make
United States compliance with its morz
program a quid pro quo to secure th
church's political cooperation?

Writing in Time, Carl Bernstel
reported that Reagan and the Pop
forged a secret alllance to presery
Solidarity, whose leaders had gon
underground in Poland after Gener:
Wolelech Jaruzelskl Imposed martis
law on December 13, 1981, They acte
swiftly: United States' sanctlons wer
imposed upon Poland and the the
USSR Top-security 11'1! ence data wa
funneled to the pope ¢ authority ¢
Reagan and ﬂu:n CI.P- director Williax
Casey. If the Unlted States enjoye
superior military intelligence, th
Vatican had more timely, better qualll;
Intelligence regarding social am
political matters as the crisis unfolded
On at least one occasion in 1984
Reagan relaxed certaln sanctlon:
against Poland when Archbishop (nowv
Cardinal) Pio Langhl flew to the westen
White House to warn that the pope fel
the sanctions had grows
counterproductive. Al other times
Philadelphia John Cardinal Krol is sak
lo have served as a papal inlermediar
to Reagan.

Within Poland, American sple:
and Catholic priests worked hand ir
hand to distribute millions of dollar
worth of fax machines, videa recorders




two-way radios, mimeographs, cash, and more--all the accoulrements of a propaganda
"war lrom below” against a repressive communist regime. We read that Casey himself
coordinated efforts to build the remnants of the Socialist International within Poland
into a force like the Christian Democratic parties in many Western European couniries.

All of this réflecled a viston that Reagan and the pope shared: a vision that the
poast-Waorld War I division of Eurape, ced Eastern Europe Lo the Soviels, could be
overturned. In the Nfitcenth century, the Borgla pope Alexander VI had imposed a
similar partition, dividing the known world between Spain and Portugal, With little less
audacity a wwentieth-century pope jolned forces with the president of United Stales to
dissolve the partidon of Yalta. "This." sald Reagan national security adviser Richard
Allen without a trace of irony, "was one of the greatest secret alliances of all time.”

But the alllance was not without iis cost {o the Upiled States. Secularists
cannot help but be concerned at the spectacle of an American spymaster laying
clandestine foundations for "Christian Democratic" anything in a loreign land. Egqually
dublous, In pur view, was the Administratien decision lo grant the Vatican full
diplomatic recognition 4s a soverelgn state. Perhaps most disturbing was the guid pro
guo on birth control policy that Rome is sald 1o have extracted from Washington as the
price of alllance, Willlam Wilson, Reagan's [irst ambassador te the Vatican, told Time
{hat the Vatlican demanded an outright ban on the use of American lunds for the
promotion of birth control or abortion, whether by forelgn countries or international
health organizations. However reluctantly, the State department had no cholce but (o
accede. This Is the background ol Reagan's 1984 bombshell thal rocked the World
Conference on Population in Mexico City--and led to America’s defunding of the UN
Fund for Population Activities and the International Planned Parenthood Federallon.

During the 1980s, the uniblding drama of Polish resisiance galvanized the world,
To the degree that developments In Poland laid the groundwork for the collapse of Soviel
communism, we must endorse them, Yel we must ask what price America pald when It
allled ttsell with "the church that thinks it's a nation...the natlon that thinks it's a
church.” That alllance altered American policy in the direction of Catholic dogma, 1o
the detriment of millions in the third world. And it caused the [requent repelition of a
speclacle we have long been encouraged to dismiss as an anti-Catholie delusion:
namely, the spectacle of Catholic prelates like Langhi and Krol acting inconiestably as
agents of m sovereign foreign power while within the borders of the United States.

At the highest level, these disclosures would suggest that Vatican leaders have
enjoyed broad access Lo Washington policymaking. Al the local level, during the
abortion debale numerous conservative prelates have dared to remind Catholic judges.
politiclans, joumalists, and others that their church demands of them a loyalty higher
than their path of ollice, their professional code, or the duty they perceive as American
citizens. Perhaps it Is time 1o look more favorably on calls that high-ranking Catholic
churchmen register officially as agents ol a foreign power.

Reprinted from Free Inguiry Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring 1992. Tom Flynn serves as an
associate editor for Free Inguiry, published by the Councll For Democratic and
Secular Humanlsm (CODESH), 3965 Rensch Road, Buffalo, NY 14228-2713.
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"This," said Reagan national security adviser Richard Allen
without a trace of irony, "was one of the greatest secret
alliances of all time."

Babylon by Sieve ‘Ihmm

Our words are qulet and empty. Our lies are like black mouniains
Their silence surrounds our animal Withoul passes, like dark valleys

And spiritual sounds. Withouil streams

Cur word's loss of meaning COur words are dead and empty

Cuts across our dreams of seeming And lifeless mouths like barren wormbs
Artleulale and alive. Spedk In paln our garbled doom.
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When Lemny Brmee Played the NMidwest
by Kenn Thomas

*Bread!”™ was the motivation behind Lenny Bruce's appearances Iin as unhip
place as St. Louis, Missouri in 1958, he made that clear. *] honestly don't think 1 have a
function as a comedian,” he Wwld then SL Louls Globe Democral stafll writer Joe
Pollack, "Except maybe Lo make money [or the guy who books me.”

Bruce made his share of money during his meleorle rise o prominence as
America’s premiere “sick™ comic in the 1950s. He died a pauper, however, In August
1966, of drugs and on a tollet, Uke Elvis. Like Elvis, loo, Bruce became enshrined tn the
lexicon of pop cullure heroes, He st exerts an enormous influence over what gets sald
and heard in 19905 America, Andrew Dice Clay only walks through doors that Lenny
Bruce opened, and U the content of Bruce's stand-up pales in comparison, the style
certalnly does not. Joe Pollack regarded him as an “expert boxer, He keeps them off
balance, He jabs them here with a guip, there with anpother--then hooks with a bifing
remark on some [acet of society.” Moreover, Bruce made an impression on people in St.
Louls. Missouri that still Lngers.

“The motivation for work Is bread.,” Bruce repeated (o Jay Landesman, the
proprictor of the Ceystal Palace, where Lenny Bruce played, The Crystal Palace served
as Lthe central showplace of 5i. Louls’ Gaslight Square, the bohemian district that
bordered the city's West End in the 50s and 60s. Bruce regarded the club as a “church
gune bad.” wilh s ornate intenors of chandeliers and stained giass, and LS beatnlk
repulation.

in his book, Rebel Without Applause (The Permanent Press, 1990), Landesman
records his disbellel at Bruce's cynical assessment that money was “all that mattess.”
instsiing that f Bruce really meant it. he would have wound up rich. And apparently
Bruce did take advantage of the more than the three thousand dollar fee Landesman
paid him, He propositioned Landesman's wife Fran during his first visit to St. Louls and
shot Dilaudin with her in a “mere Intimate” dressing room selting on his second,
Landesman holds no grudges, Rebel Without Applause serves as a virtual picaresque of
his entreprencurial and sexual dalllances and those of his wife,

Although Landesman clearly relishés his memories of Bruce, his bhook Is
perforcely sell-serving, Alter patting himsell pn the back for taking a chance on Bruce
(much less of risk (n 1959 than during the publie clamor around Bruce In the 80s), a
significant part of the Lenny Bruce chapler concerns the club owner's admittedly over-
long omn-stage introduction of the coroedian lo his audience. Elsewhere, Landesman
mistakes a rare booklet Bruce published called Stamp Help Oul! with Bruce's
autoblography, How To Talk Dirty. But in the overall he provides a thoughtful ghimpse
of Bruce's transformation from a snappy hipsler to a zoned-out _Ltl::ky

Landesman's earllest impressions of Bruce match the kind of admiration that
Joe Pollack heaped on the comedian as the champion against soctal hypoerisy. Bruce
arrives al Lambert Alrport in "a mohalr sull and [ifty dollar shoes,” a kind of Don
Quixote with even a Pancho Villa in tow 1o help keep him off heroin. Bruce also was well
regarded by the local audience He offended only one older couple enough for a walk-oul,
according to the Clobe, which was quile good for Bruce. He played to an SRO audience
the following night.

A reel-lo-reel lape of o Lenny Bruce show at Lhe Crystal Palace has long been
rumored Lo be the possession of a local politiclan’s son, bul even the doggedness of avid
Bruce colleclors has never brought it Lo the surface. The only real documentation of
those nights came In 1984 when Bruce's daughter Kitty published some of her [ather's
papers. Bequeathed Lo her by long-time Bruce supporter and [riend Ralph Gleason, the
Jaz# critic for San Franclsco's Herald & Examiner, Lthe papers included Lenny's notes for
the St. Louis and Chicago gigs of 1959,

At the show, Bruce apparently retumed to his theme of money: "Why can you
people alford to sit at the tables? Because you people have exploited the people who sit in
the bars!™; and opining about some unidentilled socialite with a strange halreut, “That's

' hm.l(ffmnﬂy got rich--they never spent money on hatreuts.” Bruce also lamented that
e il ol e sew comidian®
w s s TIME MAG.

plus IRENE KRAL and the
IIMMY WILLIAMS QUARTET

CRYSTAL PALACE | pege20
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Bruce lamented that he couldn’t kill a fly anymore without thinking
of Vincent Price and expressed his wish to get Kruschev “balled,
Jjuiced, loaded; forget the museum."

he couldn’t kill a fly anymaore without thinking of Vincent Price anid expressed his wish Lo get Kruschev
“balled, juiced, loaded; forget the museum.”

Bul the Lenny Bruce that played the Crystal Palace the second time worked for hall the fee,
according to Jay Landesman, Landesman gives no dales for thal. second show In his book, only that
# oceurred after a Chicago obscentty bust that cost Bruce Lhe miajority of his bookings, Landesman
recounts that from Lhe airport to the club stage, Bruce matiled off one long litany about the legal
dimensions of obscenity, the constitutional protections of [ree speech, and his own precarious legal
predicament.

Instead of money, Bruce had become enamored with how threatened the world scemed by his
harmiless sex and drugs humor, “His leclures on jurisprudence falled Lo captivate the audience,”

according to Landesman, "and they left feeling cheated out of the: real Lenny Bruce." Bruce regarded
his trials simply as stand-up bils funnier

than the ones he could concoct himself,
His real obsession was drugs—teaching OVER 10,000 VIDEO COPIES SOLD!!!
Landesman and his wile “how to get the
maximum high by jacking off the bload

in the needle while i was sull in his “MORE UFOS: THE FILMS PROVE IT"
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Italian Air Space Mystery

PFrogn The Otlher Side of The Pomd

by Jim Cregan

One night in June 1980 an Alitalia flight from Bologna to Palermo mysteriously disappean
from all radar and crashed Into the sea near Ustica Island off the coast of Sieily. Early investigatio;
revealed nothing and the atrerafl was not recovered. It seemed a curious cotnetdence that every maj
radar unif In the area, from Civil aviation in Rome and Sicily (o the American sixth fleet in Naples w
turned off, Each one with a convenlent excuse aboul repalrs, maintenance or the technician in u
bathroom. No one saw what caused the DC9 (o go down,

After years of bullding political pressure from families of the viotims o re-open the case, wi
accusations of a cover-up and wild theories of midnight dogfights between American ptlots ar
raraunders from Libya, the plane was [ound.

Thanks to advances in diving technology and a hand from the French government, investigalo
brought up parts from the plane. However, the evidence was inconclustve and the case passed fro
the scene again.

The case has come back to public attention m recent months and new investigations are
progress. A second dive by an ltallan company has finally brought up crucial parts from the damagy
plane as well as the black box flight recorder. It appears that the plane was indeed hit by an air-t
air missile. There were subsequent accusations that the French had purposely left certain eviden
on the sea floor, leaving questions deliberately unanswered.

In the same perind, a wreckage from a Libyan Mig was found in Calabria, on the southern t
of Italy. No cause was ever determined for the crash, but official reports give the date of the crash
one month later than the date given by eyvewllnesses.

Does Urine Testing Piss You Off?

After numerous and Intensive interrogatior
of military personnel, one officer Ninally decided |
talk. He testifled thal he was on duty and that eves
radar unit watching the Tirreno sea, including th:
of the sixth fleet, was on that night. Numerou
Itallan, French and American radar techniclans sa
the entire scene, No one knows to this day tb
nationality ol the pllots Involved in the pursult of
Migobserved crossing the Mediterranean from Litys
No one knows why the Mig was there. Bul the flig
from Bologna to Palermo was caught in a cross(l
and Lthe cover up has gone on for ten years.

We only know at this point that the plane
attacking (he Libyan Mig were NATO planes. Th
Itallan Air Force has adequately demonstrated th:
none of lts airerafl were in the reglon that night, Th
Americans and the French have been accused, Tt
American government has ofliclally denfed a

The Urine Nation News
A b-monthly newsletter

*» Beating the Drug Testis

’ pfﬂt&(‘:ﬁ’\g Ouwr Flms Involvement, although it has given little cooperatio
= Fighting the New World Order in the investigation. I[L has not explaine
- &m Drug Law Reform contradictions with recent testimony that the sixi

fleel radar recorded the events of that evening, Tt
French have oflered no additional cooperation arn
have neither denled or admitied the accusations.

Thelatest development: the head of the italla
Jolnt Chiefs of Stall and the head of the Alr Force
the time of the incident have been formally accuse
ol high treason for their pari in the cover-up and w
stand trial.

oubscribe Today!

$10 a year ngl'f Press

! Box 920066
(ﬁ ISSUES) Norcross GA 30092

Jim Cregan is a free-lance writer living in Ital
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Robert Anton Wilson's Newsletter...

Trajectories

N T e

Trajectorles is your kind of reading if you're
Interested in creating the future instead of
warrying about it...

Trajectorles is for you if you are deeply
Interested in...Our future in space..
Nanotechnology and artificial intelligence
...Parapsychology...Longevity...the new
birain machines...the Aquarian Conspiracy

TraJectorles is tormomow's news today...

Edited by Robert Antan Wilson (with Arlen Riley Wilson
and . Scoil Apel), Trajectordes will bring you the latest
news fram the cutting edge of science & lechnology...
Wilson's own unrigue humor..and much, much
mare... interviews with Timothy Leary, Barbara Marx Hub-
bard, Linus Pauling and many other innovators and
pioneers...Feminist Fututism by Arlen Riley Wilson...a chat
with the readers by RAW himself in every isue.

4 isgues per year, 10 pages per issue.

Subseription: $20 for 1 year/$35 for 2 years/$50 for 3 yean.
Make checks payable to: Permanent Press

Permanen! Press Europe: 525 1 yext
| PO Bax 700305 $40 2 years
| San jose, CA 95170 $55 3 yran

I Yes, | want to subscribe to Trajectories.

: Enclosed Is my check for for years.
I Mame =" = =
I Sddrean — = r —_
.
ity & Siate Zip Coate —
________________ Al |

Ram Dass Addresses The
African-American
Predicament on Martin
Luther King Dayl1992

"Two nights ago | was al San
Quentin Penitentiary forachurch service
and 1 just went there as a visitor and I
looked around at the crowd that was in
the chapel and I'd say ninety percent ol
them were black. And I realized that
they were just._I think one in ten black
males are now in prison. And we have a
horrendous siiuation in which we are so
{long pause)...under-hearing the
minority groups In this country. And it
Is economically linked now and linked
to opportunity, People that are African
American or Laline, Chicano or other
minorities, Cambodians or whatever,
they really have a hard row Lo hoe In this
culture. It's not..you know we talk
aboul ourselves as being a melting pot
and mixing and so forth but it’s not...we
still have an enormous amount of
Injustice,

We have to acknowledge that we
have a major problem, which I dont
think that certalnly our government
isn't publicly doing. And I think that we
have Lo face the economic imbalances in
our soclety the way Lhal the haves and
the have nots are getting farther and
farther apart and these kind of
permanent underclass conditions that
we are creating.

As we brew it—the free market
economy and capitalism around the
world—this is one of the unforiunate
spin off things about It. That It
unfortunately, doesn't trickle down as
President Reagan has suggested that it
might.

I'm afraid that it is going to lake
a Uitle bit more trauma for the culture to
realistically reassess It, because it really
does Involve people that are a little more
allluent giving up some of thelr privilege
to make the game work. That's where
the transformation is golng to come
from.”
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WILHELM REICH IN HELL
by Jim Martin

"My factual position in this case as well as the world of sclence
teday doss nol permill me ta enter the case against the Food And
Drug Administration. since such action would, tn my mind, tmply

admission of the authority of this special branch of goverriment (o
pass judgement on primordial pre-atomic cosmic orgone energy.”
--Wilhelm Relch's letter to the Court,

Although they are sporadic and brief, documents revealed in a recent FOIA release
to the editor, Kenn Thomas, indicate many detalls about the tragle Onal months of Dr.
Wilhelm Reich, who was sentenced to two years in federal prison and died in Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania Federal Penitentiary on Sunday, November 3rd, 1957. Kenn passed them
on to me and asked for a report.

Dr. Reich had been ordered by the FDA and federal courts to cease distribution of
his medical device, the orgone accumulator. When an assistant, Dr. Michael Silvert,
transported the devices across state Unes, he and Reich were charged with the violation
al the court injunction. Unbelievably, the 59 year-old scienlist, researcher, and teacher
was sentenced to two years and, as with many people his age, this proved Lo be a death
senlence.

Upeon sentence recommendations, Reich was ordered to undergo psychiatric
counseling, mostly to determine whether he knew the difference between right and
wrong. At that time, there was a general agreement that Reich suffered from "paranold
schizophrenia" among prolessionals in the medical and psychiatric communities,
They fell constrained to say that this assumplion was "nol based on personal
observalion.” It Is an i{dea (hat somehow lound Its way Into early governmental
assessments of Reich as a national security risk. It was repeated in subsequent
documents. This dlagnosis can be traced back to a rumor begun by Otio Fenichel, a co-
worker of Reich's, in Europe. The diagnosis, based on a personal animosity rather than
on therapeutic treatments, was confinned by the prison psychiatrists, who reported in
their evaluatlon: "In his discussions he unraveled & rather Intricale and somewhat
logical sysiem of persecutory trends, particularly regarding the Rockefeller Foundation
‘which made me a tool of fis soclo-economic interpersonal relations'.”

By (he way, in layman’s terms, one of the symptoms of schizophrenia is hearing
volees 1n your head. Schizophrenies can be the mosl outwardly "crazy” people. However,
the doctors clalmed lhat "Relch gave no concrete evidence of being mentally
incompetent.,” However, "it 1s Tell thal Reich could easlly have a irank break with
reality, and become psychotic, particularly if the stresses and environmental pressures
become overwhelming."

Reich's parole officer commented that he had an "unusually keen Interest in
getting an early release,” (I've been in federal prisons, and it's filled with such people, so
whal did the officer mean by "unusually keen?”) Reich went so far as to lnitiate an
execullve clemency hearing wilth President Eisenhower. The parole officer, Frank
Walker, Jr., reported that "Reich wenl on to state that he was the victim of an
international conspiracy and that {s why he was sent here,.. that his situation was
unigue and different because the fate of ithe planet was involved." Relch's appeals for
carly release were denled. That line of reasoning didn't get me anywhere, either, when 1
was involved in antl-nuclear demonstrations.

Reich openly suspecled a conspiracy of "Hoodlums In Government” (Higs) had
been behind the decade-long, mulu-milllon dollar prosecution. Indeed, his own
personal lawyer, Peter Mills, tumed up on the prosecution team, and much of the
evidence provided by the FDA [ailed to take into account Reich's experimental protocol.

"l have carefully observed the methods of destruction of the moral fabric of
soclety by Stalinite murderers by proxy.” Relch wrote in a letter to his third wile,
Aurora Karrer. My sense is that Reich wasn't lalking about a literal cabal ol commies so
much as a loosely organized but coordinated attack on free sexual and emotional
expression, In his therapeutic work, Reich was fond of extremely concrete metaphors
(such as “characier armor” to describe physical attitudes of emotional withholding). To
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describe the bureaucratle assault upon his work he seems to have drawn on his own
recent experience with the Stalinist lefl in Europe. Prison officlals dertded Reich's
marital status (common law) and his views on compulsory sexual morality. “Since the
defendant does nol believe in marriage as an institution, he has never developed any
strong home ties. Where he lives is mostly a matter of convenlence to the defendant and
if he has any sentmental attachments they are nol connected with the home as an
Instilutlon,”" reads Relch's "Prison Classilication Study."

“Our marriage, love and oneness have already become widely known as a model of
clean living as against the usual filth,” Relch wrote, as if he was responding to that in a
letter Lo Aurora from Lewisburg,

Aller Reich's death, Aurora requested Informatlion about a packet of unsent
letters thalt Relch wanted published after his death, "You may one day read that (Not
Sent) leiter /blank line: erased/ . _large publishing house my "Silent Observer”™ or
“Creation”: The 3rd Velume of the History of Orgonomy. This velume Iz nearly
completely concelved and constructed.” This reference, found in Relch's leller to Aurora
dated Sepl. 16ilh, 1957, apparently refers {o the mysterious book Relich mentioned
having wrilten while in jatl. This manuscript has never tumed up. If il exists, it would
complete a trilogy with The Oranur Expertment and Contact With Space. Reich sent it Lo
the Department of Education, to be forwarded to Aurora, where she worked,

Relch and those around him had developed an elaborale conspiracy theory
involving leftists, government officials, Stalinist sples, and soclal moralists. He called
thiem the Emotional Plague, signifying the contagious nature of the affliction.

Thus he was susplclous when two volumes ol speclally-prepared defense briefs,
called "Vol IV and V of the Suppressed and Secret Evidence” was senl to him in prison
with different colored binding and “handwrtitng that 1s familiar to me but which I
cannot {dentify” on one of Lhe covers. Reich seemed to have belleved that someone
pulled a switch on him,

Afler Reich's death, Aurora’s lawyer wrole (o the Warden atl Lewisburg in an efort
to oblaln the missing manuscript, as well as (o mention that on her last visit, Reich
mentioned “that he had asked for aspirin and had been given two pink pllls instead. ...I
wondered whether you would permit us access ta the prison hospital and dispensary
record concerning the decedent.” In the margins of the letter in the records, the Warden
pc.ncmeﬂ “N'D,“

The autopsy revealed damage (o Lthe heart (Relch had previously siffered a heart
attack but was in good health when sent to prison.) However, the stomach contents were
niol analyzed, because of "lack of facilities to do 56." In any event, Relch's Immediate
family, In this case, his daughter Eva, had not even requested an autopsy, belleving, as
she stated to the coroner, that her father "had died of a broken heart." The prison, In
fact ordered the autopsy.

It might be easy to read into sormne of these [acts explanations of a conspliratorial
nature. but it seems to me o be more imporiant Lo look al the wider soclal realities of
America in the 1950s, a big Gulag where free thinkers led short and nasty lives. Reich's
Jjallers didn't seem to have a clue about thelr famous charge, as evidenced by a copy of
True magazine's expose called "The Marvelous Sex Box" flled dutifully in Reich's
background papers.

The Warden himself, before he tred of Relch's numerous requests for an audience,
reported aboul one such sesslon, "He is difficult to follow In his statemenls, bul
generally he feels that there is a subversive group operating in our country that rail
road people like himself to prison to get them out of the way. He pledges to devout [sic]
his life to uncover this subversive force and he prefers to use great secrecy here in the
tnstitution and is not willing to deal with anyone but the Warden. Claims there are
others here In the same position as he is in and he will confer with me from time {o time
if | will listen to him." To mie, this account lacks some of the subtlety of Reich’ s

T A —————

Rei;.'.h'n jailers didn't seem to have a clu;-about their famous
charge, as evidenced by a copy of True magazine's expose called
"The Marvelous Sex Box' filed dutifully in Reich's background
papers.

e A A R R e e e A mm —-mu -

page 25



conspiracy theory, but | recognize Reich’s nafveté when talking about "sthers here in
the same position”,

Jall must have been pure hell for Reich, who had never crossed paths with the law
before and who was already pretty well isolated before his seatenice. In an effort to find
someone inside who could hear him out, he began speaking with the prison chaplains.
He introduced himself as the author of a hook called "The Murder of Christ” and began
with saying, "Due to my discovery of the Cosmic Orgone Energy and Its social
implications, 1 am in deep trouble, emotionally and socially.” Relch was reaching out to
the only officials in the prison who dealt wilh emotlonal Ule, to unburden himself of an
unbearable weight.

To Reverend Silber, Proleslant minister, Reich wrote in a handwritten "Inmate
Request to Stall Member";

"l am burdened by a conflict between the rztional necessity
to fght for my freedom from unlawful tmprisonment by
removing Irralional obstacles in the way toward freedom here
and the danger of [alling prey to "buying” my freedom by
concesslons to political pressure. The borders are not sharp.
As a [ree man, I refuse to yield under pressure what | would
gladly give under conditions of responsible freedom. As the
central object of an inlernational consplracy and forelgn
espionage, 1 must succeed In tackling the abuse of human
personal relations by political highuway robbers. The case of
this [wavertng?| demonstrates clearly the ineffectiveness of
the rouline securily measures. The methodology used by the
Devil to decelve due, bona [ide authorily are unknown.
therefore unchallenged. We are faced with the task of, instead
of having eternally and withoul success to expel the dewvil into
hell, to reconvert him -speaking in terms of Christian
Mythology- into the heavenly angel or even par of God (=
Cosmic Orgone Energy] within the bedevilled organism. It
requires [ar more than praying. The political devil operates in
practical terms of living life by perversion of all our pirtues
and thetr abuse (o political, evil ends.

-(signed) Wilhelm Reich, June 6, 1957

"1 am merely fullilling my public dutles as a U.5. Cliizen
and worker in planetary affairs If | continue (o point out where
the true danger (o our social and personal existence Is placed: iU
is Emotional Polsoning: disruption through sowing distrust
throughout our soclety, doping and drmigging of our population,
esp. our YOUTH, draining us [inancially through arms race, a
camouflage of the true menace, the Emotional Potsoring 4 la
Little Rock racial upheavals; keeping our high-placed officlals
at bay through fear of sexual scandal; rallroading effictent
men and women into prisons or lunatic asylums through
breaking up their environments; subverting Justice by
whispered little lies & frightening or using judges. Doing all
this destruction unnoticed as it were by all those responsible.
It was clear from the very beginning that prayer, and now
lyrics, were subveried by such use of stupldities and evasions
on our pari, especlally by the stald reluclance lo talk bluntly &
take the bull by the homs. The bull is really no more than a
few slimy tapeworms eating away al our emolional guts. It is
high time to start giving soclal power to the established
functions of Love, Work & Leamning as bastions agalnst the
tapeworms,"

(signed) Wilhelm Reich, Sept. 14, 1957

Ever the man for the historica]l moment, Releh requested that this and other

letters to the Chaplain be placed in his file. This should end the conjecture that
Relchgot religion” in his final days. And I find It pretty heady stufl, and can only
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It was clear from the very beginning that prayer, and now
lyrics, were subverted by such use of stupidities and evasions
on our part, especially by the staid reluctance to talk bluntly &
take the bull by the horns. The bull is really no more than a few

slimy tapeworms eating away at our emotional guts. It is high
time to start giving social power to the established functions of
Love, Work & Learning as bastions against the tapeworms.

-~-Wilhelm Reich

imagine what the prison stall, espectally the chaplain, thought of Reich.

It the end, I can't help comparing Reich's case with the case of the current death
sentence which has been placed upon the head of contemiporary British wriler Salman
Rushdie. In a series of public and pathetic attermnpts to mollify the Emotional Plague of
Islamic Fundamentalism, Rushdic has shown the strain of losing his wife and family,
loss of public access privileges, and simple isolation from one's best friends because of
the enormous soctal pressure directed at him personally. One can only tmagine the
petty detalls and consequences aof such a life. Because of one sentence {ssued by the
Ayatollah Khometn!, hundreds, if nol thousands of assassins are ready to enter heaven
by killing a writer. That makes for a conspiracy of Insidious proportions, as I a
contaglous disease had been suddenly introduced into the general population,

Bul the virus Is exiremely discriminating, selecting only spectfie Individuais or
cell clusters. The emotional plague killed Retch in jall, but most of us can take comfort
Lhiat we aren’'t "high-risk”. Or are we?

Jim Martin publishes Flatland, m catalog of obscure and difficult to locate
Hterature, including much on Wilhelm Relch. The new Flatland catalog Is available

from POB 2420, Department K2A, Fort Bragg, CA 85437-2420,
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SAUCER SBCTIOR
The Octopus Conspiracy:
Fictional Tale or Factional Trail?

Do Tentacles Reach Out To Danny Casolaro, Michael
Riconoscuito, MJ12 and Lee Harvey Oswald?
by Eenn Thomas

THE CASOLARO CASE

Danny Casolaro might not have been the central figure in the real story behind
the media flash accompanying his death in a hotel room in Marinsburg, West Virginia
on August 10, 1931, Casolaro was not an lnvestigalive reporlier. He was moare a
noveltst (The Ice King) and a poet, a "sensittve” type who had some experience wriling for
tablolds and news services, He had more credentlals as the publisher of a computer
industry PR ongan (Computer Age) than as an investigator, Moreover, his sad fate may
have been more the result of a factional rifl in the intelligence community than of any
irnpending fietionallzed account of the Octopus story he would have wrilten,

Police found Casoclaro’s body atop a razor blade In the tub with deep gashes in
the wrists. His previous admonition to his brother to not belleve any "accidents” that
might happen to him belled a terse and ungrammatical "sulclde” note. The body was
mysteriously embalmed without the family's permission before the autopsy, eliminating
any chance of discovering poisons. The all-to-famillar patiern, of course, brings to mind
the dictum that if They control the coroner. They control the city. Two veritable MIBs
even altended Casolaro’s funeral, one in a light-colored overcoal and another dressed as
a soldier,

MosL of Casolaro’'s noles and his manuscript have disappeared, oo, naturally,
The only tnformation available to an interested reader comes from frends, family and
r:pnrters who pleced It all il logether ex post facto, most nolably James Ridgeway and

Vaughan ol Village Voice. Apparently the tentacles of Casolaro's Oclopus reached
uul a small body of Mluminatt, a hall-dozen or so consplratorial cognoscentl. They
have reached outl w the October Surprise, BCCI, the Savings and Loan seandals and
lran-Contra. Ridgeway and Vaughan keep the door open to the possibility that Casolaro
did Indeed commit suicide and they assure Voice readers that the Nluminati definitely
do not exist,

OCTOPUS SURPRISE

The central figure in the Casolaro story might be Michael Riconoscuito, the
techno-wizard who first let on about Justice Department head Ed Meese giving his
buddy Earl Brian a software program called Promis in exchange for Brian transporting
forty million dollars to Iran as part of the October Surprise deal. Brian apparently made
a fortune bootlegging and selling Promis intermationally to police agencles. Promis
tracks legal cases through various proseculors' offices. This October Surprise
connection brought the story to the attention of the media. October Surprise, of course,
is the catch phrase for the 1980 Reagan-Bush campalgn's alleged payofl to the
Khomeini regime to delay the release of American hostages in Iran and thereby steal the
electon from Jimmy Carter. The Promis software, produced by a Washington firm
called Inslaw, co-owned by St. Loulsans Bill and Nancy Hamilton, was sold for six
milllon dollars to the Justice Department for the department's exclustve use, The
Hamiltons have engaged the services of Watergale attomey Ellot Richardson to continue
that legal battle,

Riconoscuito now sits In a jall in Tacoma, Washington for manufacturing and
selling drugs. Police busted him in April 1991 afier providing testimony that he
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modilled Promis so the U, S, could have "back door" aceess to the intelligence files of
their fllegal customers, police agencies like the Mountles in Canada. Riconoscuito also
claims to have been In on the Oclober Surprise Munds transfer with Earl Brian while
both worked for Wackenhut, a securlly group that had Willlam Casey as counsel,
Ridgeway and Vaughan trace Riconosculto's misadventures with the law back to police
survetllance In 1968 that led 1o a 1973 bust for manufacturing psychedelics. Since
childhood, Riconoscuiio had been adept al electronics Lo the exteni thal as a teenager
he worked as a research assistant in a laser lab and with a Nobel laureate.

Riconoscuilo adds to his list of accomplishments the development and
manufacture of weapons technology. including see-in-the-dark goggles designed for the
Conltras, chemical and biological weapons, and a way to converl an ordinary explosive
into an atomic bomb and atr into fuel. Much of this was done. according to
Riconosculto, as joint developmentl projects with Wackenhut, a private security firm
called Coral Gables and the Cabazon iribe of Native Americans in Riverside County,
Callfornia, from whose soverelgn reservatlon this technology was created for export.
That sovereignty allowed the Cabazons (o open megabuck gambling lacilities. Casolaro
planned a visit to the reservation at the time of his death.

QUICK AND THE DEAD

Reporters for the San Franeciseo Chronicle Jonathan Littman and Michael Taylor
have written al length about Riconosculito's link to a series ol strange murders among
the Cabazons. Someone named Paul Morasca, who had been in on Riconoscuito’s high-
tech deals with the Cabazons, was found brutally hog-tied and strangled. Riconoscuilo
admitted finding the body a day before the police and reporting it only to the Cabazons'
non-nallve adminisirator, John Phillip Nichels. Shorily thereafier an elderly school
teacher named Mary Quick was murdered in whal Ricongsculto later clalmed was a
robbery connected (o his machinatlons wilh the Cabazons: Quick's body was missing a
super secret ATM card that she was to pass on {o him.

According Lo Lippman and Taylor, the Morasca and Quick deaths were paris of a
siring of murders involving the Cabazons, including that of tribal council vice chalrman
Alfred Alvarez, who made public statements decrying the mismanagement of Cabazon
funds. Pressure from higher-ups in the police bureaucracy caused one investigator
working on the murders to leave Callfornia altogether, Like Casolaro, investigators have
discovered "so many spokes leading out,..by the time you [inish golng out on one lead,
another crops up and drives you to distraction.” Are these the throes of the Octopus?

THE SAUCER SPIN

Riconosculta's inabllity lo produce lapes and pholographs he says supports
many of his clalms undermines his most recenl revelations. According to an article in
Technical Consultant, Riconosculto reports that the only information Casolaro had
resulted from a factional split in the intelligence community. One faction, COM-12, has
leaked the information to embarrass the other, called Agquarius with a sub-group
leadership known as MJ12. MJ12, of course, appears on the still debated memoranda
ostensibly documenting the retrieval of aliens from a 1947 [lying saucer crash in
Roswell, New Mexico, Mt:nrdmg to UFO Magazine, Wackenhut does the security work
for the rumored "Area 51" flying saucer hangars.

Willlam L. Moore and Jimmy Ward L carry on the discussion about the veracity of
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Like Casolaro, investlga.tnrﬂ have discovered "so many
spokes lcadlng out...by the time you finish going out on
one lead, another crops up and drives you to distraction."
Are these the throes nf the Octopus?
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the MJ12 documents in a newsletter entitled Focus, availlable for $68 from the Fair
‘Wiiness Froject, Inc,, 4219 W. Olive Avenue, Suite 247, Burbank, CA 91505. The MJ12
Documents: An Analytical Report by Moure and Jalme Shandera, which provides the up-
to-the-minute minutiae of the debale, can be ordered from the same source for $25.
Without reproducing its detail, the report supports the authenticily of a serles of
documents connected to MJ12 and the Roswell crash, expressing doubt about only one
Harry Truman signature on one document. (it's an improbable original because of its
similarity to a signature on a non-related document. The report does not even
entertain the possibility of a signature machine being used for secret UFO memos.)
Thus far, Focus has not addressed Riconosculto's clalms, Stanton Friedman has done
some interesting research suggesting that UFO debunker Donald Menzel back-
channeled MJ12 Information to John Kennedy. Jacques Vallee, who falls to credit
Friedman for this information in his recent UFQ Chronicles of the Soviet Union
(Ballantine, 18.00), nevertheless speculates that Menzel had a role (n discrediting an
important scientific study of UFOs in the Soviet Union. At one paoint, a rifl developed
between Friedman associates Moore and Shandera after Friedman became involved with
n Roswell book project that all three now seem to view as a disinformation scheme.
Moore has admitted his own Involvement in similar schemes, (See the interview with
Stanton Friedman In the Saucer Section following this article.)

HUNT CONTINUES

The Kennedy conneciion is int in that Voice reporters Ridgeway and
Vaughan note that Casolaro's Gambino crime family contacts put him in touch with E.
Howard Hunt, the Watergate burglar and author of fictionalized spy novels. These
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cunlacls were developed lmom sources close o jalled presidential candidaie Lyndon
Larouche, LaRouche, of course, has a long history as a politico and intelligence gadfly.
His crank status belles his power among followers and his real connections to
officialdom. In his other current book. Revelations (Ballantine, $20) Vallee suggests
a link between LaRouche's European followers and the UMMO cull of UFQO hoaxers in
Spain, Argentina and lately of Russia.

E. Howard Hunt lost a defamation suit he filed against a group called Liberty
Lobby when it published claims of his {involvement in the Kennedy assassination, In a
new edition of Coup IXEtal I America (Quck American Archives, 12.95) by Alan
Weberman and Michael Canfleld, the authors describe Hunt's inabllity to sue them over
similar claims. The [rst editton of Coup [¥Etal originally produced the photograph
overlays of Hunt's plcture supertmposed oo that of one of the "mailroad tramps” arrested
after JFK's murder, Mark Lane describes the Liberty Lobby case, with depositions from
the key players and supportling (estimony [rom wilness Marita Lorenz, In his book,
Plausible Denial (Thunder's Moulh Press).

Ridgeway and Vaughan describe the relationship between Casolaro and Hunt as
“cordial, even eflusive.” They also lell of an Incldent in Casolaro's life when [fends
found him Iin his home with a bloodied towel wrapped around his head. Casolaro
blamed it on a weight-lifting accident, After his death, Casolaro's autopsy revealed a
mild case of mullple sclerosis thal friends and family believe Casolaro knew nothing
about, In support of the suicide argument, however, the Voice writers note that he did
discuss "slow viruses, Including MS" with a nursing professor friend. Kerry Thomley, a
Marine acquaintiance of Lee Harvey Oswald who fictlonalized Oswald's lWfe in much the
same way Casolaro planned to [ictionialize Lhe le of the Oclopus, lold Steamshouvel
Press Interviewers of a brain tmplant he fell he recelved afler conversations with E.
Howard Hunt.

Another similarity between the cases ol Danny Casolaro and Lee Harvey Oswald
concerns survelllance technology. Inslaw designed Promits, of course, precisely to track
and control people. Thomley knew Oswald around the time of the latter's experiences
at the Atsugl Alr Force base in Japan, where Oswald worked in a radar tower that
tracked the U2 survelllance plane missions over China and the Soviel Unlon. Gary
Powers blamed his famous shooi-down on information supplied lto the Soviels by
Oswald. Before getting his job at the book depository, Oswald worked at a graphics
buslness that contracled to work on U2 photo data. A Minox spy camera that offlcials
tried Lo pass ofl as a light meter was found among Oswald’'s belongings. The space
connection is there, too: Oswald's closest co-workers at another job later got work at
NASA when he went to Dallas, The last inleresting comparison between Casolaro and
Oswald may be how, in lieu of all the facts, the best speculation makes both look like
hapless patsies in a game of control played by larger, more invistble lorces,

BACEED UP BY RUSSBACHER

Was Casolaro used by fending intelligence factions, was he bralnwashed
outright or merely victimized by a (alented acld head who kept up on the UFO scene?
Riconosculto needed only to have watched a 1989 TV documentary entitled Cover-Up for
the MJ12 material he now includes in his weird tales, If so, a ptlol named Guniher
Russbacher caughi the same program. From a Missouri prison, Russbacher--who
claims to have video prool of llylng George Bush to an October Surprise meeting In
Paris-—-tells a nearly Identical tale. "Faction one Is the pro-Bush or loyal [action within
the agency,"Russbacher recently told a reporter, " Factlon two is comprised mainly of
ONI (Office ot Naval Intelligence) handlers.” Other detalls, ke the amount of Ed Brian's
payoff, match what Ricoriosculto says as well. They may be co-ordinating tall tales from
behind prison walls and the MJ12 connectlon may be a ruse to erode the credibility of
other parts of the pair's story, Casolaro Is no longer able to divulge further information
about the Octopus. Nightline apparently does have some of Casolaro's flles, A
bibliography follows for those Interested in the detafls of the Oclopus consplracy thal
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have emerged before and since Casolaro's death. The article by Ridgeway and Vaughan
conlains the most information; UFOD Magazine 15 a good place to look for new
developments. Developments--and corroboration--are most likely to come from Michael
Riconosculto, still awaiting (rlal in the Tacoma prison for manufacturing
metamphetamine Iin a process he claims to use in refining platinum,

Please nole thal Edward Brian and the Royal Canadian Mounied Police deny any
connection o evenis surrounding Danmy Casolaro’s death.

Thanks to Kevin Belford for bibliographic research assistance.
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"Uncharted Areas of Space and Science,"

—JFK's New Frontler speech

Stanton Friedman, co-author of

Crash At Corona, on UFOs & Disinformation
interviewed by Kenn Thomas

Q: I would like to alert the readers to research you did uncovering Don Menzel's
role in M.J12 and ln order to get that far we have to talk sbout BLT12...

A: | think that most peaple will recognize that If the govenment's gol two erashed
saucers and some dead allen bodles and a live allen, they're going to do something
aboul IL They ohviously would like 1o know whal the technalogy 1s and so forth, That
means that they probably set up some kind ol a very highly classified group. And The
Roswell Incident came oul in 1980 and when Bill Moore was promoting that he met
some Alr Foree insiders and in 1984 at the end of the year a roll of flm showed up at
another colleague’s house, Jaime Shandera, and on the roll of film were eight pages of a
top secret, eyes only, "Magie” briefing for President-elect Eisenhower dated November
18, 1952. There was a Ust of attachments, only one of them, attachment A, was there
and I'd glve my left arm for the rest of them. And this casually, well, maybe nat
casually. tells the story of a recovery of a crashed saucer outside Roswell and four alien
bodles and the establishment of this group, Operatlon Majestic Twelve, accounlable
only to the president., Harry Truman originally in 1947. And it names the tweive
members and some of them were pretly much what you'd expect: the first secretary of
defense, James Forrestal; the first three directors of central inlelligence; several
outstanding scientists like Dr. Vannevar Bush, who was the top dog In technology
development during World War 11

But there was one kicker on the list, and that was Dr, Donald Menzel, a Harvard
professor of astronomy. I's hard to imagine: why would a Harvard professor of
astronomy have a high-level securily clearance in the Orst place? And much more
tmportant, I guess, was the fact that he was known as a thorough debunker of flying
saucers. He was sorl of Lhe Phil Klass of his day. And he had wriiten three antl-UFO
books, so when [ first heard the other names, they made sense, but Menzel's name
made me think this must be a hoaxed document, Somebody's (rying to get us to take
the balt, you lkmow, and they're going Lo say, "A Ha! Golcha!"

1did a lot of checking and there was too much good stull in there. There was
name llke General Robert Montague, who very few people had ever heard of but we had
noted that he was introduced Lo the Secretary of War in the second week of July in
1947. And he was named the head of a speclal group in a base in New Mexico

right around this time, "That's not the kind of name a hoaxter would plek up on
and there were several others,

Anyway. | had to get permission from three different people to look at Menzel's
files. All the members of Lhis group were dead by the time we gol the document,
Interestingly, the last survivor died only iwo months beflore the document arrtved. |
don't know whether you can say that thal's convendent negatively or positively, but,
anyway, [ got permission, I went to the Harvard archives, discovered much to my
surprise, because | didn't like Dr. Menzel when he was alive, such a debunker we don't
need, [ discovered that he led a double UWe. Oh sure, he was a Harvard professor of
asironomy and he led eclipse expeditions and he served on various commitiees and he
debunked UFOs. Bul, amazingly enough, he wrote John F. Kennedy In 1960 that he,
Menzel, had a longer continuous association with the super-secrel national securily
agency, the NSA and i(s predecessor group, than anybody else In the couniry. Tumed
oul that he had taught eryptography. Tumed out he had done work for the CIA of all
people and had a top-secrel, ULTRA clearance, had close connections to Dr, Bush and
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several other people...il's a8 long story, but I found stull that 1sntin any of the blos of
Menzel. Even people who knew him for twenty years, and | talked (o some of them,
didn’t know, that he had learned Japanese, thal he was an expert in code-breaking,
that he had wrilien some sclence fictlon. [ found his ravel book and he made several
trips to New Mexico In 1947 at federal government expense, It's a long, Involved story
and we tell part of it in the book.

But my linding, which took me totally by surprise along with everybody else In
this Neld, certainly made it appear that Menzel belonged with those other guys, That
made it much more lkely that the document was genulne. 1 put together a big, fat
report, Finiul Report of Operation Majestic Twelve, it's a hundred and eight pages long,
arnd ri It | have a Ust of more than thirty pleces of Information, rtvia If you will, thal are
inn the documents thal turn out to be (rue bul that nobody on the outside knew at the
{ime, Some of the dales, for Instance, I you pick a date [or a document and say that
two people met, and one was in Berlin and one was In Tokyo, you're in troubls. So
there's a 1ol of that kind of stuff which [ found that took a lot of work for me to dig oul
and that nobody had dug out before thatl can hardly be explained away as colncidence,

Q: In hiz book on flying saucers In the Soviet Unlon, Jacques Vallee mentions Don
Menzel's role in disrupting the organized efforts to form UFO study groups in the
Soviet Unlon, although he doesn't ucknowledge your research.,.

A You know, one of the many inleresting things aboul Menzel was that in his 1953
book, his flrst book on UFOs, was translaled into Russtan, and because it was favorably
reviewed In both the Soviet Undon and the United States, in the United States by Dr, J.
Allen Hynek, who was the Alr Faree cansultant on UFGs, il effectively kept two groups
of sclentists, Americans and Russians, from serlously looking at UFOs, Becausc, afler
all, Menzel had spoken. How much higher can you get on the lotem pole than Harvard?
National Academy ol Sciences and all Lhat sort of stull,

So those findings, 1 belleve, are very important, totally unexpected, certainly I
didn't know...some people have accused Bill Moore of [aking the document, 1 guarantee
he didn't know aboul Menzel's backgroiind elther. Some people have suggested that,
well, bady could have just gone in o the Ubrary and found that. Well, It isn't true,
The stufl Is in archives, which means they bring you the boxes you ask for, but...

Q: You had to get Menzel's widow's permission, didn't you?

A: His widow's permission to read his unpublished autobtography and the head of the
astronomy departinent, head of the Smithsonian Institution, in writing, and thal took a
while, before 1 could gain access to those papers. So the notion that anybody could
have found that oul...and It's the same with some of those other trivia bils that 1
mentioned. It took the Truman Library and the Elsenhower Library, working pretty
hard, to dig out some of those pleces of information. It wasn't something that you just
walk in and go rammaging around and anybody can find. it wasn't like that at all.

Q: It's Interesting that you brought up J. Allen Hynek's name up. Are you
suggesting that he had some kind of disinformation role?

A: No, you see Hynek was many years younger, lower on the totem pole than Menzel
was. And Hynek was a kind of skepiic for a long time, It was only after he left his Alr
Force project Blue Book role as a consultant that he started to speak up a bit, in the
lale 60s. Anyone who might have gotien interested in UFOs would have turned to the
two experts at that time, two astronomers. | don't know why people want to link
astronomy and UFOs, Certainly astronomers aren't competent to talk about interstellar
travel, technology and motivation...areas in which they are always sounding off. But

page 38




ATEATE
SAUCER SBCTION

any sclentlst who was inlerested would have noted the favorable review by Hynek of this
negattve book by Menzel., And if they read Menzel's book, they would think thatl there
were no sightings that couldn't be explained by a smart astronomer, as long as you
allowed him (o change the data o match his explanation, which is what he did.

It would have taken an awlul lot of courage, in other words, to go against the
current, so Lo speak, In the flled. And remember this was before Lhe space age. Hynek
once told me thal in a real exireme case there might be a year in which seven satellites
were launched, Astronomers know from nothing aboul space stull, No, I'm not
implying that Allen was part of disinformation, only that he was sticking to the party
line. His excuse later on was that, well, he wanted to keep his fool in the door. Allen, I
should mention... Menzel is noted in this MJ12 document as pushing for an intersiellar
origin for {lying saucers, Not another planet In our own solar system, in other words,
but other solar systems, Hynek had never done his homewark about the technology of
interstellar travel.

Q: 1 would guess that some of the incompetent assesaments of lnteratellar travel
from officlal sources are not Intended to explain anything but to explain things
away and confuse the lgsue.

A: I'm sure there has been some disinformation put out about flying saucers frankly my
feeling often with some of the pro-UFO types Is that with friends like this, who needs
enemles? The governmernit doesn't have to do anything,

@: So you don't think that someone like Phil Klass Is sctually working officially to
discredit your work?

A: [ don't know, Il may be a quid pro guo thing. Certainly as somebody who wasn't
martied untll he was age shcty and with training in electrical engineering and working in
Washington. he would have been approached by intelligence agencles. So whether he's
dolng quid pro quo, "hey, Phil, we'll give you all kinds of information but you've got to
help us keep this on the back burner,” or whether he honestly bellieves that he's
protecting Americans against (his nonsense, the zealot, you know, the FSICOP types...

Q: The people who know everything.
A Yes.

8 What do you think about the Paul Bennewltz affalr and Bill Moore's confession
to his role in disinformation?

Al Well, he passed some disinformation on to Faul. He tried to convinee Faul that it
really wasn't worth paying a lol of attention to. Paul fell for it. It's unfortunate, Paul
was determined that he was golng (o...] mean he looked at pictures and he saw stull
that nobody else saw om those pictures. He fell for it. Bul I don't consider Bill a
disinformation specialist.

B: But yoii do say that he does have the contacts to do this sort of thing.
JLPu::-pirappmachcdtﬂmaﬂerhlsbmk,ﬂaeﬂmuﬂ“mﬂm&cam:nutandsmdmw
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Don Menzel wrote Jnhn F. Kennedy in 1960 that he,
Menzel, had a longer continuous association with the
super-secret national security agency, the NSA and its
predecessor group, than nnybndy else in the country.
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liked his style and they'd try o help him and certainly on oceasion had pleces ol
information they could only get from inside. Stuff about me that the outside world
wouldn't have known about. So they had establishied thelr bonafides, alrght. That
doesn't mean you belleve anything they say.

Q: Apparently there was some kind of split between you end Moore and Shandera
over your cooperation with Kevin Randle and Donald Schmitt's book UFO Crash
At Roswell?

A: Thal was a whole invalved mess but [ have also written a quite negative review of Lhe
book in the MUFON Journal last year because although we had all cooperated together,
Don Berliner, my co-author, and Randle and Schmitl, especially for conferences
sponsored by the Fund for UFO Research, we serfously disagreed over Lhings, | know
they worked dam hard, they found a lot of new witnesses, they pursued {t, | suppose
the difference is simple. I'm a nuclear physicist who has had to please his bosses for a
lol of years and Kevin has written more than sixty seven books of [iction. 1 keep
running across Instances where he confuses what might have been with what must
have been. Those aren'l the same thing,

Q: Does he have a military Intelligence background?

A: Yes and no. You have to be little careful about that. Kevin was a helicopter pilot in
Vietnam. He went o school and jolned the Reserve and In Lhe Reserve he was an
intellligence captain., | am not suggesting he therefore must be working for the
government or anything like that. There's a couple of UFO encyclopedias and one of
them has several articles by Kevin and his approach is close to Phil Klass' in the
reasoning than it is to a scfentist’s. That's unfortunate but I must give them credit.
They found the wilnesses, they worked hard at it

[ was cooperating with them bul there were olher reasons [or the rifi. Bill Moaore
was very upset that 1 didn't let him know about the Unsolved Mystertes program. My
reason was pretty strajghtforward: 1 live in eastern Canada, Bill lives near Hollywood. 1
didn't figure that they would go for using me (f they used him, Also, 1 felt that he had
two shols al the whole Roswell story, (irst with (he book, and second with what 1 look al
as a terrible UFO show, UFO Cover Up Live.

We patched up our quarrels and we got together and shouted at each other for a
while and agreed, what the heck, let's get on with it. It's kind of a shame. Bill shot
himself in the (oot at the MUFON conference in Vegas in 1989 by talking twice as long
as he was supposed lo, he didn't submit his paper, and he wouldn'l take any questions,
and he admitted that he had been involved with Bennewitz but he never sald that he
was sorry if there had been any problems with Bennewitz, which he should of,

8: Do you think that his admission about Bennewitz has any beéaring on the
credibllity of the MJ12 documents?

A: No. No, | don't. I think they are completely separate matters. Bill can be a dam good
researcher when he puts his mind to il, He can be very persistent, travel a lot and do a
lot of digging. So you have to look al everything on its own merits. Guilt by assoctation
is not a sclentific technique.

Stanton Friedman's book, Crash At Corona, co-authored with aviation/sclence

writer Don Berliner, ls avallable from Paragon House (1-800-PARAGON.) Friedman
can be reached directly by sending a large SASE to POB 958, Houlton, ME 04730,
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New from IllumiNel Press

by Salvador Freixedo
Introduction by John A. Keel

UFOs - Miracles - Bizarre Paranormal Events
Men-in-Black - Poltergeists - Strange Creatures

Author Salvador Freixedo bases the startling revelations contained in this book on his 30
years of experience us a Jesuil priest. Controversy over his interpretations of unexplained
phenomena gave rise 1o his suspension from the ministry, his expulsion from Cubsa by Batista
and caused him to be jailed in Venemuela, Respected and widely read in his native Spanish,
Visionaries, Mystics and Contactees marks this controversial author’s first appearance in
English. Investigators of pamnaormal phenomena have eagerly anticipated this English edition
of Freixedo's work.

; *“Farher Freivedo has captured both the mystery and the impact of a pheaomenon thar has
12653446 [ 912.35 puzzled sciennsts for decades. * — Jacques Vallee

2 x 5112 quaiity paperback *Put aside vaiur preconceived notions and ler the padre [Freizeda] take vou for a ride ona
PR whirlwind * — John A. Keel

The Gemstone File |

Jim Keith

Includes commentaries by:
* Robert Anton Wilson *
* Jonathan Vankin * Kerry W. Thornley *
*Ben G. Price * G. J. Krupey * Len Bracken * and more!

Since 1975, a privately circulated document has been the subject of much
discussion and debate among researchers into the dark realms of political
conspiracy. Purporting to reveal the identity of the conspirators in the
John F. Kennedy assassination, The Gemsrone File interprets pivotal
historical events in a new light. Includes the complete text of A Skeleron
§1/2 x 5112 quality paperback Key to the Gemstone File and The Kiwi Gemstone.

124 pages, $14.85 =...this baok can be extremely hazardous 1o vour health. © — Robert Anton Wilson
ISBN: 0-8626534-54 *Like all good conspiracy theories, Gemstone is dangerous ...t can change the way
Send for our free calalog people think = — Jonathan Vankin

To order: pléase send §1.75 postage & handling for lirst book and £.75 for each additional book to:

IlumiNet Press, P.O. Box 746, Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002. Phone: (404) 279-2745
Visa/Mastercard orders only: 1-800-637-2256
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The Bloax That Jack Builds

Syndicated Columnist Jack Anderson Fervently
Perpetuates the "Fidel Did It" Fallacy
by Philip Gounis

On April 13, 1953 then director of the Central Intelligence
Agency Allen Dulles authorized a super-secret drug and mind control
project called ME-ULTRA. In a memorandum dated December 17,
1963, CIA Deputy Director for Plans Richard Helms stated. “For over
a decade the Clandestine Services has had the mission of maintatning
a capability for Influenting human behavior., f we are lo continue to
mainiain a capability for inflluencing human behavior, we are virtually
obliged to tesl on unwitiing humans.”

His deep background in the detalls surrounding MIK-ULTRA
notwithstanding, the venerable syndicated columnist Jack Anderson
doesn't like Lo talk about the notorious CIA braln drain. He prefers to
pontificate ad nausearmn onwhal his "sources” lead him to believe aboul
the assassination of President John F, Kennedy.

During an April 1, 1990 televised call-in segmeni on the Financial News Network, instead of
quizzing Mr. Anderson about the national debt or the future of the semi-conductor Industry in the
United States, | opted to ask him to comment on the MK-ULTRA program and alse on the use of LSD
in regards to directing political assassins.

He replied, "The MK-ULTHA program I knew a lot alvout at the time, 1 don't remember all the
details. [t did have to do with assassinations. There was a period of time when the CIA was trying ta
assassinate forelgn leaders, particularly Fidel Castro. The CIA actually hired Mafla killers to kmock off
Caslro...these are rather sordid things from our past.” No mention of mind control or LSD.

On another 1988 television broadeast entitled American Expose; Who Murdered JFK? Anderson,
the host and main commentator, extrapolated on the Malla, /Castro theme again. This time he stated
that the CIA plot to kill Castro had been discovered by the Cuban premier, and that in retaliation Fidel
had sent the would-be Malla assassins back to the United States to execute then presldent John
Kennedy.

Recently, no doubl In response to the can of milltary/industrial/CIA worms reopened by
director Oliver Stone's movie JFK, Jack Anderson has decicled to take his show on the road, On April
8, 1992 before his lecture at Meramec Junior College in Kirkwood, Missour], entitled The Truth About
the JFK Assasstnation, | had the opportunity to question the one-time investigative reporter-tismed-
media obsfucator.

Replying to my query about why or how Fidel Castro could have perpetrated a cover-up af
Kennedy's assassination for three decades, Anderson said, "I'm going to talk about that,” He didn't. "As
I said, it's a very difficult thing to explain in a few minutes, but the cover-up was perpetuated by Lyndon
Johnson. Lyndon Johnson did it because he wanted (o save the country from World War I11.* Although
Lyndon Johnson died in 1973, Anderson did not speculiate on who might have held the reins of
subterfuge for the last nineteen years.

To answer my guestion about why Senator Frank (Church's investigative committes had not
come down more forcefully for the theory of Mafla/Castro collaboration, Jack Anderson said only, “I
have no idea. [ presume because they weren't able (o put the story together, The House Assassination
Committee went into it more thoroughly than any others, 1 talked to the investigators. They belleved
that my theory was right. bul they didn’'t say so because there was just nol enough evidence,”

*I don't really have a theory,” continued Anderson, *1 can only report what my sources told me.”

Indeed. To report the Ondings of one’s sources (well verified, of course), Is sometimes all that
a good investigative reporier can do. However, to digress from the matter at hand in order to cast
aspersions on other researchers and thereby bolster one's own position is self-serving to say the least.

*Jim Garrison was a phiony,” proclalmed Andersonn as our discussion conlnued, "For your
background. he was on the payroll of Carlos Marcello. Carlos Marcello had jurisdiction over the Dallas
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underworld. There was enough evidence that pointed to New Orleans and Carlos Marcello that Marcello
got nervous about it so he had Jim Garrison run a diversionary thing (o make il look like a ring of
homosexuals; poor buggers had nothing to do with it all.”

“Mark Lane is a self-promoter, a total whore,” staled Anderson, "Anybody who knows anything
about the investigation can go through any of his books...they're full of flaws."

| At the outset of the press conference, In response (o a question from a local ABC-TV affillate
reporter, conspicuous in his presence (in contrast to the non-attendance of the NBC and CBS affillates),
Anderson sald this: "Oliver Stone Is an immature Oower child, still living tn the 1960s and 70s. At that
time Il was popularto belleve that the ClA and the Pentagon were responsible for all the flls of mankind =
Mr. Anderson did not elaborate on the widespread deceit and treachery by those agencles, perhaps
epltomized by ME-ULTRA, that caused that belief to become so popular,

Inreplyto guestions aboul the media being subverted in the Kennedy assassination investigation,
Journalist Anderson proudly proclaimed, “I'm a member of the media and nobody's ever been able 1o
subvert me,”

If indeed the seemingly crusading, investigative, muck-raking reporter of the ITT Scandal and
Watergate skullduggery has not been subverted, maybe it was just those idle, off-hand reminiscences
of G. Gordon Liddy that took thetr toll. Perhaps Liddy's widespread pronouncements on how he
considered exterminating Jack Anderson in the early seventles resulted in Anderson's present
shkewered outlook on the twentieth century’s mosl outstanding unsolved crime and those attempting
to bring the assassination’s still pervasive cover-up Lo light.

Phillp Gounls is the co-publisher and co-editor of Steamshovel Press.
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co-founder John Judge perhaps sald L
best to Steamshovel editors at the JFK.
assasslnation symposium in Chicago
last June: *When you have o siale
hased on secrecy, on covert operations
and ‘eriminal wactipity and on
manipulation and control, it's those
people who don't want lo use violence,
wha want to break free from the control,

to tmprove human relations and ne!y on &
human trust who really are
to that system. And so weﬂ-ad,
people theu sSpend the most Hme
surveylng and going after are those thut
aren’t doing Elgimwﬂ o lerrorism or

vity

ilegal acti sori bul are (n_fact
trying to figure ﬂ way o ‘ﬁryxhné
basic humnn values of trust and
tntegrity. normal hwnan relations.
Because this system ls 6 a
alienate us

other,*
Presumably Lhis spirit inspired
urgamzatlu]r'r;tqf the wm%‘
as well as a similar evenl; the ASK
conference in Dallas in October, and is
the guiding f(orce behind the revent
successes and improved visibliity of
the "conspiracy research community,”
for lack of a better term, more sa than
the recent attention lolsted ﬁp_nnﬂ. by
Hollywood. Cﬁlnagn _conference
organizer Doug ' 3y told
Steamshove] Press that he hopes some
kind of consensus can develop within
that community g Lhe time of andtheér
conference planned for April, Hﬂ:tarear
may indeed be a hme:
assassination rcm Ithhseﬂei t,hc
twenty-0ith anniversaries of the dt:aﬁjg
of Roberl Kennedy #nd Martin Lulher
King, the uu{ﬁet;h m':?;m of JFK,
and the possible advent mmmtlm,
(the last one Jed to the
formation of the Hr.msj: Select
Committes on Assassina qﬁ] ‘as well
as the continued momentum proffered
by the efforts of Oltver Stone.

Would that the varlous
researc:hr.m‘ “advocales auﬂ nt:thﬂntl 4
spoke in one voice, however. ; s
eaches that the complexity of the top
and the egos, rivalries,
misundersiandings and accusallons
among vartous factlons (n this
community make Il unlikely. Mark
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Lane, for instance, complained tlo
Newsweek edilors that they attempted
to discredil his work by reporting Gus
Rugso’'s doubl about lestimony [rom
Marita Lorenz he used in his book,
Flousfble Denial . Stearnshovel reported
this lasl issue with the note that the twa
extant references to the *well-respected
bﬂl:ﬂ'l

‘Tesearcher” strange resemblance.
Russo’s name has since emerged as a

consultant to Stone, Froatline and uthcr
documentary efforts. He Introduced
himself to SP editors In Chlcﬁf
insisting that Lane knew very well who
he was: Russa also Insisted on his
mistrust of Lorenz. even when
questioned about Frank St br:h'k
in of her aparimenil
her lestimony lo Lhm Eli-lﬁﬁ't
Comrmlttee. e
At this welrd int In
Kennedy labyrinth, stmgfﬂwnﬂﬁuﬁ
would ke to apalogize to Mr, Russo r
any suggestion that he doesn't exist.
also apologizes for calling’ ‘Russo,
“Phillip.”) Lane's potnt, that New,-muk
edilors used second hand sources to
discredit testimony that Lane verified
with FBI documents, still needs to be

made, however, and new suspicions
that the mainstream media might be

pitiing the burgeoni
community” against fﬂ% ﬂmﬂ to be

consldered. If this {5 a comn y that
mruus'mrmnummimnm% eract

it also has been one toleran 'ﬁ;ﬁf
conflieting and contr Ty views:

questions about mm i ]
background have ]smg ‘hcm ‘asked, as
have those pert Garrison's

Lthe nanuphnn}' This is a view that can
be distupied and manipulated by Lhe
mis- and disinformation ploys in the



mainsiream, hence the need for the
trust, integrity and communication that
Judge spoke aboul.

In the Interest of [osiering
communication and interaction links
among various elements of the research
community, Steamshovel Press offers
the following list as the mosl recently
visible, making no clalms Lo being
comprehensive:

John Judge's Commilttee for an
Open Archives continues Lo press for the
release of documents from the Warren
Commission and the House Seleci
Commillee on Assassinatlons, desplle
the emasculation of legisiative eflorts Lo
get this done. A twenty [live dollar
comitribution gets updales on the work,
as well as new research and Lranscripts
of media evenls thal Nashed by too fast
on TV. POH BODB, Washington, DC
20005, An Interview with Judge will
appear in the next issoe of Steamshovel.

Fifteen dollars will get (welve
monthly Issues of Consplracy Update, a
newslelier produced by Jon Arnold and
S3G Publishing, 5715 S5, Harper,
Chicago, 1L B60637. According lo
Amold, "unlike the American left,
Conspiracy [Ipdale 15 serlous aboul
putting the CIA put of business.” If this
can be done by exposing a wealth of
information on a variety of Loplcs, the
obyvious JFK/RFE/MLK malerial but
also Including less examlned issues
such as the Israell A-Bomb link to the
USS Liberty and the October Surprise,
readers can look forward Lo some
success In this area.

Prevadling Winds Research offers
a catalog of such like, collections from
the works of John Judge, Mae Brussell,
Barbara Honnegger, Danlel Sheehan,
John Stockwell, elc, in alfordable,
accessible formats, for a one or two
dollar contribution In the form of money
or stamps, [rom POB 23511, Santa
Barbara, CA 93121.

Kennedy-focused rescarchers
would do well to send $7 plus $2
posiage Lo Bob Harris, another Oliver
Stone consultant and Gus Russo
compatriot, who has pulled together an
enormous amount of material into a
photocopy-cum-lecture he tours with
and makes available through the mafl
Box 4-18, New York, NY 11215,

Stearrishovel Press looks [orward
to hearing more [rom Dave Emory's
Arclilves on Audio, avallable [rom POB
170023, S5an Francisco, CA 94117-
0023,

Two recommended sources for
Lhe JFK books reviewed here: Tom Davis
Books, POB 1107, Aptos, CA 95001-
1107; and the Last Hurrah Bookshop,
937 Memorial Avenue, Willlamsport, PA
117701. The latler carries coples of the
pervigus Issue of Steamshovel as well as

an impressive array of JFK materials
and research.

[Caution; Some publicatlons
ldentifying themselves as vanguards of
the lefl, most notably The Progressive,
consider many of the sources above
“unreliable.” And Alexander Cockburn
giill belleves the findings of the Warren
Commisslon.)

What to make of Howard
Donahue’s assertlon., as reported by
Bonar Menninger In Mortal Error, The
Shot That Killed JFK (5t. Martin's Press,
23.95), that Secrel Service agent George
Hickey accidentally shot JFK when he
plched up an AR-15 rifle in response to
gunfire from the Book Depository?
Donahue does have credentials as a
ballistics expert. For one thing, he
remains the only marksman to perform
the Warren Commission’'s fantasy [iring
[eat by hilting a moving targel three
tmes with a rigged Manlicher In under
5.6 seconds. Donahue now admits the
scenario 1s demonstrably false but for
reasons widely at variance with other
critics. His thests “explains® much
evidence that others easily dismiss as
faked., bul he makes no convincing
argumenl that Hickey's actlons were
accidental--Oswald's shot could Just as
well have been signals for a coup de
gruce from inside the molorcade,

Harry Edward Livingstone's High
Treason 2, The Greatl Cover Up: The
Assassination of Presidenl John F.
Kennedy (Carrol and Graf, 25.95), has
become the latest best source for good,
many and color reproductions of
photographic evidence, as well as the
arguments that much of it has been
doclored, including that “blob™ of brain
matter seen on the Zapruder [lm,
Excessive and confusing in some
respecls, Livingstone's book
nevertheless makes passionate
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arguments not only indignant about the
cover-up but with a view that connects
JFK's death to other political murders,
including those of sixteen anti-Vietnam
rock stars, John Lennon among them.
Livingstone also deserves credii as the
only visible critic al the Journal of the
American Medical Assoclalion press
conference.

Photographs abound too In
Destiny Betrayed, JFK, Cuba and the
Garrison Case by James DiEugenio
(Sheridan Square Press, 19.95).
including a pholo-within-a-pholo of
David Ferrie's brain. If Livingstone
waxes almost too eloguenily in his
enthusiasm for Kennedy, DiEugenio
does the same for Jim Garrison here, It
Is gmthusiasm well-deserved and lnng
overdue and a study that complements
the Stone movie In many ways beétter
than the book version of the film, bul i
lacks a sustained eritical look at the
Garrison-as-mafioso proposition,
making only one reference to Carlos
Marcello In the text and four in the
endnotes. Any reader wondering if
much of what has been revealed about
the JFK assassinallon has surfaced
because of Mark Lane's intelligence
agenda or Garrison's mob connections,
will leave this book wanting. Destiny
Betrayed is also distinguished, however,
by an appendix contailning the Shaw
trial testimony of Dr. Plerre Finck, the
only Bethesda autopsy doctor to resist
the misdirection and falstlication of the
JAMA arlicle. 1L clearly indicates
milltary manipulation of the autopsy
proceedings.

Vigorously argued theses have
served to emphasize and amplify
aspects of the JFK assassinalion in two
books: Act of Treason by Mark North
(Carroll and Graf, 26.95) and Cralg
Zirbel's The Texas Connection (Texas
Connection Company, 21,95.) In
addilion to coplous documentation that
J. Edgar Hoover's only response to
dassassinalion plans he learned aboul in
September 1962 was to position himself
to best take advantage of the act, North
presents an old photograph in a new
light. Hoover's countenance shines out
from behind the hearse as the casket is
lowered with RFK and Jackle O, in the
background, David Lifton might argue
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that Hoover {s making sure the casket is
empty.

Zirbel's book spells oul the case
against Lyndon Johnson, It draws
together much Information and renews
suspicions everyone has had about
Johnson since the event, bul needlessly
dismisses every countervalling theory at
the very beginning. This is conspiracy
macho, with Zirbel presenting the
Johnson-did-it theory as the bully on
the playground. What could the author,
a co-panelist at the opening press
conlerence in Chicago, made of co-
panelist Dick Gregory's suggestion that
Johnson's death, coming weeks after his
statement of bellef in a conspiracy lo
CBS. may have been connected to
JFHK's, llke RFK's and many
eyewlilnesses.

Long haired Lyndon Johnson & week prior

By now, Dr, Charles Crenshaw's
admission In Conspiracy of Stence
(written with Jens Hansen and J. Gary
Shaw, Signet, 4.99) that at Parkland he
observed a head wound inflicted from
the front, has been enlered Into the
annals, Crenshaw's soft-spoken
manner belies the angutsh he must feel



over his thirly year sllence, although he
mentions this repeatedly from the
lectern. One aspect of his book also
deserves more altention, however: he
reports that Ted HKennedy told Evelyn
Lincoln, JFK's personal secretary, that
autopsy materials collecled by Robert
Kennedy, whose public statements
indicated that he would have used the
power of the presidency to re-open the
investigation of his brether's imnurder,
were "under control,” Here we f{ind Lhe
suggestion of privaiely held materials--
undoctored autopsy records--thal
potentlally could yleld more information
than the recent eflforts to uvnlock
government files,

Another inexpensive Signet
paperback, The JFK Assassination: The
Fucts and Theories (Signet, 4.99), Is a
tremendously useful overview by Carl
Oglesby that includes--hallelujah--a
chapter on Inslaw, Prolessor Oglesby
mentoned to Steamshovel editors an
“information burden” on this lopic that
underscores the need for this kind of
handy but encapsulating short view. To
this end, Oglesby (whose Steamshouvel
interview will alse appear next Issue)
has produced a second, even slimmer
and still quite comprehensive, volume
for the smaller Odonlin Press entilled
Who Killed JFK? (Odonlan Press, $6).
Odonian specializes in aflordable
paperbacks examining Imporiant
tssues. It recently released Burma: The
Next Killtng Flelds by Alan Clement, with
a forward by the Dalal Lama. Conlrast
both with John Newman's JFK and
Vietnam (Warner Books, 22.95) a large
study continuing decades-old
ploneering research begun by
researchers like Peter Allen Dale. The
emphasis Is less the assassination than
the likelthood that the trauma of the
Vietnam War was not as much the
product of Kennedy's sensibilities as is
often assumed. Newman has made a
good case that this issue should nol be
looked at in terms of “would Kennedy
have pulled the US out of the war”, but
would he have Instituted the same
policy reversal that cost Johnson the
presidency.

~reviewed by Kenn Thomas

Thrnngll a Tunnel Sprightly - RAW
Reminiscences and Ruminstions

It has been sald that the cinema
s becoming the literature [or the
millennium. As long as printed
literature such as Robert Anton Wilson's
Cosmic Trigger 2 (New Falcon, $12.95) i1s
avatlable, that won't happen. The rapid
successlon of projected Mickering,
cellulold Mlm frames of any scope just
does not allow for the muli-layered
revelation and menlal speclacle
exposited In this RAW combination of
incantation and strajght narrative.
Whether exposing the f[rauds and
prejudices of Catholicism, which he
experienced first hand growing up In
Long Island, or deplcting his
experiences wilh the natives of Ireland,
involving a particularly labyrinthine
case of infanticide 1o one of the the
villages, Wilson's scenarios are perlueld
and tght,

As In all his writings, RAW's
keen hislorical perspective Is eviden| as
are his "intellectual time-bombs”,
which he credils to the Influence of H.
P. Lovecrafl. Cosmic Trigger 2 conlains
more autoblographical narrative than in
most of Wilson's other books, vet this is
ceriainly mo Irish-Catholic Brighton
Beach memolr. It's more like Andy

Hardy grows up listening to the Plpes of
Pamn.

With a finesse that only the mast
accomplished shaman of the writlen
word can conjure, Wilson walks the
reader through a series of personal
vignettes chrondeling his evolution from
dutiful, young Depression Era parochial
gossoon (o the free-thinking, futuristie,
psychedellc explorer of today. In
“reality” the author Is presenting Lo his
audlence a numerous catalog of
possibilities for their own psychological
and mystical assay.

This Uterary spook/fun house
array of semantic siides and mirrors
transports the RAW reader to a final
episodic tumble. In the end, the reader
finds his/hersellfl "out of the timeless
Buddhist reality-tunnel and surrounded
by the New York 1959 reality-lunnel.”
None the worse for the wear and tear,
and guite a bil more entertained and
edified than when they entered.

~reviewed by Phillp Gounls
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Salvador Freixedo's Visionaries,
Mystics and Confaciees  [IlumiNed,
12.95) is the latest entry into the “we
are chattel" school of ufological
thinking. that an allen presence
manipulates mankind for its own dimly
percelved purposes, Freixedo served as
a Jesull priest for thirty years, wrote a
book that got him kicked out of
Balisla's Cuba and another one that got
him kicked out of the church. Church
authorites apparently became nervous
over some of Frelxedo's theological
arguments. that "miracles”--including
stigmata and various paranormal giits--
are best understood as interaction with
allen intelligence, nol Interaction with
God and/or Salan.

Visionaries, Mysiics and
Contaclees contains an intelligent
critique of religion and ends with a
renewal of an "lmmorial [aith" that
recognlzes the spenl mission of
Christfanity and points to the
application of scientific intelligence to
transcendental affatrs. One could
gulbble wilh Freixedo's particulars and
construct allernate theological
arguments. His assertion, for instance,
that varlous revisions of the Bible, from
the Dead Sea Scrolls to the 1611 King
James Bible, belle any notion of holy
insplration and infallibility, Others
mighl suggest Lhal constani revision
reveals the hand of an Intelligent, ever-
changing Almighty. In other places,
Freixedo admonishes against the "short
cut of drugs.” ollers a terse dismissal of
homosexuality in the church, and refers
to one woman contactee as “a little
impressionable,” Indicating that he has
not strayed entirely from many
orthodoxies.

But Freixedo concerns himsell
mostly with the paranormal and the
Fortean, In some instances adopting
Charles Forte's laundry list approach to
detalling unusual happenings. He
shares that basic Fortean oullook:
"something unknown uses us the same
way we use animals" and while
perforcely not very forthcoming about
the identity the alien presence, he
neveriheless reports lucidly on atiempts
at getting to know it. One anecdote tells
of a brave woman who unsuccessfully
attempts to bed one of the buggers in
the mame of research. Freixedo
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arguments center on the notion that
UFOs are "semi-real,” exira-dimensional
and malignant.

John Keel contributes the
Initroduction, agaln deriding the
majority of ufologists as porn-obsessed
lliiterates. Strangely, In addition to
disagreeing wilth Keel's assessment
aboul the size of the UFO community,
Firelxedo accepts as credible much of
whal one assumes Keel would reject:
Url Geller, Billy Meler, UMMO and even
thie Shaver mystery. He also mentions
Jlim Jones as a possible contaclee. a
supggestion that bears more discussion
aind research,

Jacques Vallee, of course, has
contributed two good additions to the
UFQ Uterature: UFO Chronicles of the
Souiet Union, A Cosmic Samizdal
(Blallantine, 18.00) and Revelations
(EBlallantine, 20.00), and readers should
bie looking forward to the rumored
publication of Vallee's journals from the
1'960s as well as the [ilm version of his
11979 book, Messengers of Deception. In
Cosmic Samizdat, Vallee notes an
unusual resemblance between the belt
sjymbols on skelches of allens made in
Voronezh and the symbol found on
photographs of the obviously hoaxed
UMMO spacecrafl., He fails to note,
however, the similarity between that
symbol and the company icon of his
publisher, The significance of this
ciynnection will no doubt be left to that
long overdue study of the relattonship
between synchronicity and UFOs, by
Vallee or anyone who cares Lo
undertaie I,




Was It Terencie McEenna who
first noted the similarity between the
titles Messengers of Deception and J.
Edgar Hoover's Masters of Decetf? Like
the UMMO/Ballantine symbaol and the
concession worker named Blll
Burroughs who misdirecied the police
searching for Oswald and the Texas
Theaire, it's hard to know whal Lo
mauke out of that as well, but McKenna's
Food of the Gods (Bantam, 21.50)
certainly contributes greatly to the
understanding of psychedelic plants in
history and modern culture. It 1s
philosophically a bit quiescent, however,
and maybe a bit macrobiolle for some
tastes, particularly lthose who hold
views that regard overpapulalion,
pollution, alienation, ele, as space

atlon signals. Eco-awareness, after
all, 1s one trip among many. But
McKenna makes a good study of an old
conundrum: that tobacco, sugar,
alcohol (and MeKenna adds (elevision to
the list), which enslave and allenate
people, seem favored owver psychedelics,
which encourage thought and natural
harmony. Further proof of the veracity
of the latler can be found In Wavy
Gravy's Something Gond For A Change,
Random Notes on Peaire Throuwgh Living
(St. Martin's Press, 18.95), a memoir of
the 56 year old psychedelicized
personality who has harmonitzed rather
gracefully over the years, Mr. Gravy co-
founded the charitable group Seva
Foundation, became director of Camp
Winnaralnbow, a performing aris
summer camp, and emnjoyed life with a
number of notables, Including Bob
Dylan, Janis Joplin, Abbie Hoffiman, Bill

Graham and Ram Dass, all of whom he
reminisces aboul here,

The wvarleties of psychedelle
experience can also be found in two
importanl books by Independent
publishers: PIHKAL by Ann and
Alexander Shulgin (Transform Press,
FOR 13675, Berkeley, CA 804701;
18.95) and Freeplay by Len Bracken
(Backbone Books, 1142 North Stuart
St., Aritnglon, VA 22201 8,95). PIHKAL
presents an elaborately detatled aceount
of love and drugs, with much
"conception, synthests, [and] deflnition”
of the former and even the chemical
structures of the latter. Freeplay delatls
the [ictional adventures ol a group
called the Players in a cross-cutiing,
info-bite style that almost outdoes the
JFK movie. It would make a greatl
hyperiext. in fact, if It was avallable In
some kind of software lormat., The
Players lraverse settings (hat tnclude
the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, made
event mord Interesting by the recent geo-
political transformations, and are as
famliliar as the Hawailan surfl scene.
Designer drugs, eleclromagnelic
propulsion and artificial intelligence
make up part ol the book's intellectual
landscape. Mike Gunderloy, of the late
and greatly lamented Faclsheet Five,
called it "unexpectedly delightiul.”

Steamshovel must also apologize
for last Issue's typo concerning Blast
Book's anthology of drug-inspired
writing, Ii's called The Drug User, not
The Drug Abuser. It's a good book,
either way, Anlleipating the desired
location of the reviewer's head with
precision, the publisher of thal volume
has now produced a text entitled
Gulllotine: Its Legend and Lore (Blast
Books, POB 51, Cooper Statlon, New
York, NY 10276-0051) by guillotine
memorabilla and artifacts collecior
Dandel Gerould.

—revtewed by Kenn Thomas




More on the AIDS Consplracy

Terrence Jackson 2 a black
aclivist and consplracy rescarcher who
is also the author of a recent
controversial beok, Pulting it All
Together: World Conquest, Global
Genocise, and African Liberalion [AKASA
Press, POB 313, Manhattanville Station,
New York, NY 10027, 9.95), which (so |
gather from his recent appearance on
PBS' Tony Brown's Journal) Is an
eclecuc stew of lefl. right. and raclal
conspiracy theories, sort of a None Dare
Call It Treason for black natlonalists. As
such, Jackson's foremeost concern with
AIDS is that Il Is being used as a
wedapon, one with "plausible dental”, in
a covert war against African peoples
worldwide. By no means a new claim, it
Is nevertheless significant that the
highest Incidences and concentrallons
af AIDS deaths are located In equatorial
Africa, and among the helerosexual
masses, nol among homosexuals,

In this booklel, a collection of
often disjointed articles that repeat
information and may have been printed
elsewhere originally (al least one
chapter Is an outtake from Putting It Al
Together), Jackson cites ({and
occasslonally quotes without credit) a
variety of experts and commentators
including leftists (Noam Chomsky,
Covert Actlon Information Bullettn), right-
wingers lanthony Sutton. Bo Gritz), gay
actlvists [John Lauritsen, Jon
Rappoport), and medical authorities,
both establishment and allemmative, He
runs through the wvarlous and

ory AIDS origin theorles, the
medical anomalles associated with the
disease, and allemative theraples and
cures for It. Most of this s famillar
territory to veleran researchers of
allernattve AIDS theordes, but Jackson
here offers two new clues (new Lo me, at
any rate) to the possible solution of the
AIDS mystery, and both involve Mr. HIV
himsell, Robert Gallo.

One 1s the allegation of Raymond
Charles Manchester. currently
Incarcerated in a New York stale prison
on homicide charges. who claims to
have been framed because he was given
documented proofl (a manuscript and
lwo cassetle tapes) that AIDS had been
engineered by the military at Fort
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Detrick. Maryland (see my "AIDS: Act of
God or Lthe Pentagon” In Steamshouel
Press #4), M the time. Manchesier was
In the Army, serving as a top-security
clearance stall driver stationed at Fort
Meyers. near Fort Detrick, and one of
his dutles was to ferry high-r
officers between top-secret Inslallations
like Fort Detrick. Manchester had a
friend statloned at Detrick, an MP
assigned to guard one of the ma
laboratortes there. Manchester's friend
had become disgruntied with the Army.
and stole the evidence on the
creation of AIDS and gave It to
Manchester,

"The manuscript was by Robert
Gallo; It and the tapes made #t clear that
Fort Detrick, under Galle's supervision,
had produced the virus well before the
time and had stored it there for later
use. It was also clear from Lhese
documents that plans had already been
carefully drawn up for letting the virus
loose on the world.” (p. 9)

Jackson also contends that
Gallo. while head of the National Cancer
Institute's Tumor Cell Biology
Laboratory from 1962 to about 1976,
oversaw a blzarre virus innoculation
project where two thousand plus
munkcy:snrntujﬁct:dwﬂhnwﬂﬂyn[
Immunosuppressive agents, everything
from human cancer cell tissue (o
sheep’s blood (Dr. Robert Strecker has
theorized that AIDS was the resull of
splicing together bovine leukemia with
sheep visna virus) to create “a
lransmissable cancer”. And all this
time we thought they were soliciting all
those milllons of dollars to find a cure
for cancer, not a better way to spread it!

These are heavy ¢ es to lay
on anyone's head, to claim that Gallo
engineered the very virus (HIV) that he
has so stcadfastly insisted is the sole
cause of AIDS seems illogical if only
because it would seem more likely that
he would want lo distance himsell as
much as possible from Identification
with HIV, and minimize il as the casue
of AIDS. Unless the case may be that
Gallo Is so egotistical and possessive of
his alleged creation that he cannot bear
to let anyone cise get credil for
identifying It. A bizarre thought, but
perhaps not so unitkely when 1t is
remembered thal Gallo was embroiled



in a dispute that spilled over Inilo a
lawsult brought against him by the
Paris Pasteur Institute over who had
first isolated and identiflled the HIV
virus. Gallo losl and had to admit that
the French had been the first to publish
thetr findings, Il Jackson, or whoever is
the source on this matter, I8 correct, it
must have been an especlally bitter and
tronic pill for Gallo to swallow.

Unfortunately, although he does
provide a bibliography, Jackson does
nol bother to provide speciiic references
for these claims. Is there anything to
them, or are they just more wild
rumors? | would have liked to know
more about Manchester and the fate of
his MP friend. as well as where the
information came fram.

I also think Jackson [(ails in his
statled Intention to solve the AIDS
myslery. Mainly he lays the various
theories out on the page but makes no
attempt lo "put them all together”;
plainly. many of them can’t be
reconclled. Jackson admits, In the
apologia that opens the book, lo
releasing an incomplete work, citing the
need Lo disseminate such Important
information as quickly as possible, as
well as lack of adequatle flnancial
resources (the one Uritating constant in
the life of any Independant researcher)
as reasons [or doing so. 1If his booklet s
more confusing than enlightening at
times, it's hardly his fault, as trying to
solve the AIDS myslery Is one of the
most frustrating, exasperating tasks
anyone can undertake.

Bul someday, someone will solve
it; someone better, before It's Loo late

~reviewed by G. J. Krupey
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A JFK Videography

by G. J. Krupey

In the wake of Oliver Slone's film JFK, a plethora of books on the Kennedy
assassination, many of them re-issues of long out-of-prinl or hard to find titles, have
flooded the market, Vileo casseltes have not been far behind, as a nearly equal
number of tapes dealing with the subject have also suddenly appeared, many of them
quite obscure. It might come as a surprise Lo some 10 learn that Stane was not the first
Lo commil consplracy heordes on assassinalion Lo eellulold, and documentary-makers
have néver stopped dealing with it

The followtng list makes no clatms at being complels or deflinttive. [ found most
of these through sheer chanece, not even knowing of their existence, It wouldn't surprise
mwie Lo learn Lhatl there are more oul there that 1 still haven't heard of, If you can’t find
any of these at your local video sales or rental store, you might have better luck at
discount chain stares, where 1 found many of these, silting (n the cul-out ar clearance
bins. nestled between Cathy Smith exercise tapes and the Friday the 13th rip-offs,
Happy hunting.

Docudramas

The Trial Of Lee Harvey Osurald (1964, Larry Buchanan, black & while, 120 minutes;
Burbank Videp, 1991) This appears to have been the first llm made about the Kennedy
assassinalion, apparently even before the tssuance of the Warren Comrmlsslon report.
This film was supposed Lo have been suppressed until récently, bul T can’t understand
wiiy, There Is no attempt to unearith any conspiracy; the only question being whether
or not Oswald was guilly, or nol guilty through reason of Insamty. If this was the best
defense Oswald could have golten, then he was better ofl belng shol by Ruby and
getling it over with, because by Lhe end of this fllm, even | would have voted him gutliy!

The odd thing about this fllm's advocacy of the lone assassin theory is that it
was made by a man "noteworthy for his paranota. A firm bellever in almost any
conspiracy theory, he's made several movies purporting to tell the ‘truth' about subjects
that the government (or Hollywood) have hushed up.” (RE/SEARCH #10! Incredibly
Strange Films, 1986, RE/SEARCH Publicallons, SF, CA.)

Qualitywise, the [llm is obwviously low-budgel, with a ecast that never heard of
subtlety. Very much a product of its time, It's reminiscent of a typical 1960s weekly TV
courtroom drama, even to Lhe typeface of the titles. | kepl expecting Raymond Burr to
burst In at any second, and utter in a stentorian voice. "Your Honar, | have vital
evidence to prove that this man is notl only Innocent of having assassinated the
president, but is himsell the victim of a frame-up by conspirators within our
government!”, while the courfroom erupts into pandemonlum, the judge's gavel
pounding furiously...

Bul no such luck. Inslead we gel a llm that could have been made to
demonstrate How Our Legal System Works for high school clvics classes. Jusl as the
jury is aboul to render its verdict, the film ends, making this (he Orst of the "you be the
Jury" films. Finally, the lawyer who served as consultant Lo Lthe film 1s wheeled out to
deliver a somber lecture on Lhe awesomeness of the American Judictal system, while
suitably melodramatic music swells on the soundtrack. In the final analysis, this film is
a campy period piece, outdated almost as soon as Il was completed, and nothing more
than a curiosity plece to the serious sludent of the Kennedy assassination.

Ruby and Oswald (1967, Mel Stuart, color, 96 min,; Star Classics, 1989) A malnsiream
theatrical release that adheres to the Warren Commission view of the slar-crossed
trajectories of Oswald (Frederic Forrest]) and Ruby (Michael Lerner), Filmed on location
in Dallas and intercul with actual footage from the events of 11/22/63, It's an engaging
Nlm, largely sympathetic to Ruby (just a big old. soft-hearted bul excitable palooka
whose griel leads him fo a desperate act), yel manages Lo ralse more questions (han
provide satisfactory answers, Just like the Warren Commission report it's based on. To
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be falr, Oswald Is nol shown firing a rifle at the molorcade; instead the viewer sees only
a stack of boxes in front of the School Book Deposilory window from which shots arc
heard to come. Overall, the [ilm 15 well done, even I it is "politically Incorrect” from the
JFH consplracy rescarcher’'s viewpolint.,

Execulive Actiont (1973, David Miller, color, 91 min.; Warner Home Video, 1992) Based
on the novel by Mark Lane and Donald Freed (which purported to be a Hkely scenario of
how the assassination was plotted and executed), and scripted by Dalton Trumbo (one
of the Hollywood Ten accused by the House Un-American Actlvities Committee of
subverting movies with eommunist propaganda, and author of the antiwar classic
Johnny Got His Gun ) , this [llm was as controversial In its day as Stone’s later film
would be, or so Lhe copy on Lhe slip-case would have it. Personally, T can remember
1973 fatrly well, but can't recall this film.. The film stars Burt Lancaster, Robert Ryan,
and Will Geer as the head conspirators, wealthy industrialists with milltary and
intelligence conneclions. Lancasler and Ryan were (again, according to the slip-case
noie] persuaded to belleve In the conspiracy hypothesis after acting in this (lim
{although Lane has since expressed his displeasure with the finished product.)
Executive Actlon Is swill-paced and gripping, and [ found It as compelling as Stone’'s
[, bui without the ofien hysterical senlimentality that marred the latter,

The Trial of Lee Harvey Oswald (1976, David Greene, color, 192 min.; Good Times Home
Video, 1980) A dilferent [lim than Buchanan's in every way, this seems Lo have been a
made-for-TV movie (which, agaln, | don't recall; whatl was 1 doing In the seventles?). As
in Buchanan's film, Oswald s not shot by Ruby, and instead stands trial for murdering
the president. This film also ends withoul a verdict being rendered; once again,
permitting you. the viewer. to be the jury. Despite this, there is a twist ending that I'll
forego revealing for the sake of the one or two people reading this who might actually
want Lo expend the effori to find this and wateh it. While this llim atlempls to be
unblased and balanced by presenting the evidence [rom both sides, I seem to detect a
pro-conspiracy tit to it. nonectheless. With Ben Gazzara as Lhe prosecutor. Lome
Greene as the defense altomey, and John Pleshetle as Oswald,

Documentaries

As Interesting as fictional treatments of the JFK assassinalion can be, they are
handicapped by the fact that, being fiction, the director or screen writer is free to
portray subjective interpretatlon as historical fact, no matier how unlikely or
unverifiable it may be. This, of course, is what gol Slone in 80 much trouble (or te be
more precise, this is the pretex upon which his erilics seized in thelr alttempts 1o
discredit the entire film, and the very idea of a conspiracy in general). In contrasi, a
documentary fAlm-maker s less free Lo improvise, and must, I honest, stick to the facts
and label speculation as such.

The Plot to Kill JFK: Rush To Judgment (1966, Emile de Antonto and Mark Lane, b&w, 98
min,, MPI Home Video, 1988) Withoul a doubt the lirst and most famous documentary
on the subject, Rush To Judgmend (somebody obviously fell it necessary to re-title it to
emphasize the subject) Is based on Lane's book of the same name, one of the earliest, if
not first, to take on the Warren Commission. An attorney who was brieflly retalned by
Oswald's mother to represent her murdered son's interests before the Warren
Commission, Lane s the star of this film, appearing as both narrator and interviewer of
witniesses, most of whose testimonies contradict the official Ondings. The demeanor of
the witnesses s extremely Inleresting; many of them are obviously very nervous, and It
doesn't seem to be due to camera shyness, either. A few of them seem
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In this pust;literatc. if not illiterate, age, one
moving picture is worth a thousand books...
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downright afraid, the prime example being Warren Reynolds, who chased the killer af
Tippit for a block. Two days after he told the FBI that he could not positively identify
Oswald as the man he chased. he was shot In Lthe head by an unknowt assallant. He
survived, and getting 1he message, old the Warren Cormnmission several months later
what 1t wanted to hear, that Oswald was the man he chased. Another wilness, who
originally clalmed (o have heard shots from the grassy knoll in Dealey Plaza, changed
his story because, since the Warren Commuisslon had deemed It other wise, he must
have been mistaken. But most witnesses stick to their initial claims; they heard what
they heard and saw what they saw. Some of these witnesses would later die in what
many would see as suspliclous clrcumstances, Lane covers some of thiese deaths in an
interview with Penn Jones, Jr,, editor-publisher of a Dallas suburban niewspaper, and
the primary chronicler of the Kennedy witness deaths, Some of these wilnesscs died
between the Uime the Alm was made and released, as noted in the fllm ilself. Lane
quizzes former Ruby employees, and tours the grassy-knoll-overpass area with one of
the witnesses as well. Lane has managed (o allenate many within the "assassination
community” over Lhe derades, but that does not diminish the importance of this fiim,
the closest thing lalong with the Zapruder film) most researchers will ever get {o a first
hand account. It bears repeated viewings,

Declassified: The Plot To Kill Prestdent Kennedy (1983, John Shamik, color, 58 min.;
VidAmerica, 1988) Focusing on the [indings of the House Select Committee on
Assassinations, this film champions the Malia-did-Iit school of thought that the HSCA
more or less recommended. While the evidence for the Mob's participation is certainly
persuasive, those who seek to lnger the Mob alone beg the question of how the Mob
was able to influence the government to Issue a cover-up of thelr crime, Perhaps the
implieations are Jusl loo unnerving for soni¢ people lo conlemplale. One highlight Is an
interview conducted by Anthony Summers (author of Conspiracy/l with a "Dr, Peters",
who claims to have been present when CIA agent and Howard Hughes crony Roberl
Maheu discussed plans to murder Castro with Johnny Roselll and Sanlo Trafficants in
Miaml.

Reasonable Doubt: The Single Bullet Theory (1988, Chip and Mike Selby, color, 60 min.;
White Star, 1988} This Nim (which apparently is not based on the book of the same
name by Henry Hurt) fociuses on the Warren Commission's most controverslal

the ludicrous single bullet theory (the baby of Commisstion counsels David Belin and
Arlen Specler). As is pointed oui here, so crucial is acceptance of the single (or "magic”)
bullet theory--thal one bullet fired from Oswald’'s alleged Mannlicher-Carcano rifle
caused all of Connally's and all of Kennedy's wounds save the fatal head shot. yet was
found In pristine condition on a stretcher in Parkland hospital--to the lone assassin
claim, that to demolish 1t is to destroy the entire edifice of the Warren Report.

Who Didn't Kill, JFK (1980, Jim Marrs and Jack White, color, 60 min.; 3-G Home Video,
1890) Whao didn't kill JFK was. of course, Lee Harvey Oswald, and Marrs (author of
Crossflre; The Plot That Killed Kennedyl and While, a pholoeanalyst who worked [or
HSCA, altempt to prove it by showing thal the famous photo of Oswald brandishing
firearms and commie propaganda that were so prominently displayed by Life (or was it
Lie ?) magazine on lis cover were fakes, composites (and crude ones, al that) of Oswald's
head on somebody else's body.

Besl Euldence; The Research Video (1980, David Lifton, color, 35 min.; Rhino Home
Video, 1990) Based on research done for his own book of the same title, Lifion attempts
to prove that Kennedy's corpse was tampered with between the time it left Dallas and
before it reached Bethesda Naval Hospital where the offlcial autopsy was performed.
The wounds were altered so that Navy coroners would [ind entrance wounds in the back
of Kennedy's head and neck, consistent with Oswald the lone assassin [iring from the
sixth floor of the School Book Depository al the retrealing molorcade. This is in
opposition lo what doclors at Parkland Hospital in Dallas found: entrance wounds
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Without a camera present at the most crucial moments of
the events of November 22-24, 1963, the Warren
Commission's conclusions may have remained an open
and shut case...
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indicating shots Ared from the front caused the [atal head shol. Lifton speaks to those
responsible for shipping the corpse and recefving ©t, as well as medical personinel
present at the autopsy, the former having been under military-imposed gag orders until
recently, From them he learns that Kennedy's body airived o a different casket and in
a different wrapp than how 1t lefl Dallas, that It arrived in Bethesda i a different
ambulance than left the airport, and that the pfficial autopsy photos were faked o
conceal the massive head wound thal killed Kennedy.

As Oliver Stone recently proved, in this posi-literaie [if not Uliterate) age, one
mowving picture Is worth a (housand books. With one stroke, and several million dollars,
Stone took the Kennedy assassination conspiracy debate out of the preserve of a relative
minority of cognoscentl, and put il In the public domain. Whatever the faillings of
Stone's film, whether or not its errors (of commission and omisslon) will ulllmaltely help
or harmm the quest for truth, he hit a raw nerve with both the public and (ts masters.
Anybody who can cause Newspeak magarzine to attack an unreleased movie with an
hysterical cover story must be dolng something right!

And whal that something is, is the seductive power of the moving picture on
film. You can read any number of books on the subject (and I'm nol trying Lo
discourage anyone from reading them, hopefully many were impelled by seelng JFK to
seek out the documentation), they don't convey the same Impact as séeing the evenls
recreated by skilled actors, or, even belter, the actual people who witnessed or
participated In the events speaking oul. It's not that the camera never les, but that i
can perform as lhe only mpartial witness, Without a camera present at the most
crucial moments of the events of November 22-24, 1963, the Warren Comimisslon's
concluslons may have remained an open and shul case, impossible (or at least diffleult)
to doubt, let alone refute, excepl for & handiul of eyewitnesses, Without the Zapruder
and Nix llms of Kennedy's death, the live telecast of Oswald's death at the hands of
Ruby, and the myriad still photos (aken thal day in Dealey Plaza and elsewhere, could
there have ever been any ammunition for the conspiracy hypothesis? Could any of the
above fihms have been made? Surely Stone's [lm could never have been made, could it?

Perhaps I overstiate my case, bul in the fnal analysis, photographic and
cinematle evidence has been cruclal o the claims of both sides of the siory. That
premier publication of fearless Investigative journalism, Life, was created on the premise
that the image is paramount to the word, After all, it was Life that printed still frames
of the Zapruder fllm oul of s¢quence Lo "prove” Lthat the [atal headshol came [rom
behind; and It was Life that tried and convicted Oswald, post mortern, on the flimsy
“prool™ of these two photos of him (or of his [ace supertmposed on someone else) posing
as a miitant communist, Even I it really was Oswald In those pholos, he could easily
have been posing for a joke as for posterity as the mighty hunter of fascists. So the
power of tmages 1s undeniable, often succeeding where words (all, bul combined with
powerful words, an imposing toal for persuasion.

Burbank Video, 2001 Glenn Parkway, Batavia, Ohio 45103

Warmer Home Video, 4000 Wamer Blud., Burbank, California, 91522
Gooditmes Home Video, 401 5th Avenue, New York, New York 10016

MPFI Home Video, Depl. 1400, 15825 Rob Roy Dr., Oak Forest, [llinols 60452
While Star/Kultur, 121 Highway 36, West Long Beach, New Jersey 07764
3-G Home Video, Montebello, Callformia, 90640

Rhino Home Vides, 2225 Colorodo Ave,, Santa Monica, Califormia 90404
(No address avaflable for Star Classics and Vidamerioa)

@ copyright 1992 by G. J. Krupey
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CARIES, CABALS and

CORRBSPONDBIIGCS
Letters From Readers

[ am a person who writes lelilers Lo
people I've mever mel. [ And out about
people by Iisteniing in on their phones. 1
never go anywhere. [ live in a large
room filled with milllons of dollars of
cavesdropping equipment that allows
me lo listen in on people all over the
world. (So, people really should be
careful when they're talking because
you never know!) You might think that
never golng ammwhere would be boring,
Not at all. Since [ can listen in on
anyone, 1 can "go” anywhere. Since |
can find gul about anything, 1 am never
bored. Often [ find out things that
almost nobody else knows about,
Sometimes, I know about somelhing
long before most people know. For
example, 1 know that some day in the
future your family is to throw you
a glant surprise pary. ut don't tell
yoursell. It's a surprisel) Please do not
write to me. | do not Uke recelving mall
from anyone. | only like to send it.

Sincerely,
Geope B.

I must disagree with John Robert
Martin’s bellef that the 1981 allempl an
Reagan's life was theatre ("Presidency
As Theatre,” SPS |, staged ta enhance
Reagan's popularity. | don't have any
disagreements worth mentloning with
the rest of the article. Reagan really was
shol, Three months aflerwards, back
page news {temsi revealed he had been In
much more serious condition than had
been initially told. It was even publicly
revealed that a photo of himn released a
coupla days after the shooting had been
retouched to delete the IVs in him and
the nurses holding him up, This doesn't
mean that the failed hil wasn't staged
ahead of time. 'The mystery in this case
I8 that Hinckley's father and George
Bush were old fitends in the oll business
together In Texas and in worldwide
misslonary organizations with
rumored ties to the CIA. John Jr. had
previous psychiatric care. [ think he
could have beeri an unwilitng patsy a la
Lec Harvey Oswald, but all [ know there
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Is lo go on are these suspicious f@ets. 1
dunno why a hit would've been

against Reagan, although rumors've
spread that he was pulled up short early
in his presidency for not keeping in line
with the secrel government's agenda.
Who knows? Not me.

David Crowbar Nestle
Ann Arbor, M1

I am glad your mag Is avallable In Los
Angeles--at Midnight Speclal book
store in Santa Monica, ! would like to
sce inlerviews In your magazine with
Sherman Skolnick, Dave Emory and
Waller Bowart [(he wrote the book
Operation Mind Control), Please keep
going and don't stop, Zen proverb by
Huang Po: "The foolish reject what they
see, nol what they think: the wise reject
what they think, not what they see ®

Gerry Falka
Vence, CA

Fourth Issue Forum
Comments from Contributors

Thank you for your recent publication
of malerials related to the Itfe of my
grandfather, late of the blessed
memory, Professor Luther X,
Frankenfurner. For well over a decade
now, the Regents of Smythe College at
San Patattoh have—[or reasons | can
only begin to speculate—denied the
existence of my grandfather, G-d rest
his soul. [ can only say thal as a young
girl | spent many a weekend with him at
San Patattoh and witnessed not only
the Incidents alluded to in “The
Kabbalah Papers™ (SP4) bul also a great
deal more (hat showed me the true
character of President Temilia
Crackenworster. These shocking truthis
are detatled in my book The Emerald
Prism: An Independent History of
Smythe College at San Palatioh, which
will be published this fall,

Lyla Frankenfurter-Goldstein

No author enjoys having to correct
mistakes In an already-published plece;
especially when factual errors are
involved. However, since the



publication of “Holel Kalllornia,” (SP4),
I've lucked up on more accurale figures.
one of which leaves me (eeling rather
sheepish, the resl of which actually
bringing the situalion into stark relief.
Hence, I'll beg your Indulgence as 1
correct the aforementioned errors,
There's no excuse for shoddy research.
but tn my own defense I must say that
faets are hard to come by here in the
Hotel Kalffornia chain..,

In the first paragraph comes the
figure thal embarrasses me. 1 stale
there that "the stock in trade stands at
approximately one million wunit.”
Having come up on more reliable
figures, I'm forced lo cul that in hall,
The actual numbers, while hard to get
and open to an error of plus-or-minus
about ftve percent, are as bllows:

in CDC facilities: over 110,000
in outprograms:  up to 225,000
(includes parole, probation, work-
release, drug and alcohol programs, etc.)
in CYA Youth Authorityl up o 10,000
in youth versions of above-listed adult
programs: no more than 10,000

in counly Jails, awaiting trial or

offictal CDC tntake: approximately 20-
25,000 (split among 55 counties, 6,000
or more in LA alone)

best estimale for COC and alfillated
programs: 370,000

approxtmate nwnber of tncarcerees in
'mental hospilals’ and ‘medical
Jacilittes': approxmately 70,000 (low
eslimate)

TOTAL (approximate): 440,000
While | was wrong by half, the numbers
are still pretty scary.

In the second paragraph, “lens of
billons™ is a misprint; I'd originally
written “tens of milllons,” but I'm
forced to revise upwards here: the budget
for CDC alone [nol counting CYA, the
Psych facililles. elc.) slands at 4.5 ta 5
billion. 1 also state thal the average
guard makes aboul the same, per
annum, as s spent on the upkeep of a
single prisoner; again 1 must revise
upwards. The upkeep ligure is actually
between $28,000 and $30.000/annum,
while CDC guards average
$68,000/annum, after their first year,
They are matched only by the CHP
officers. as the highest-paid law
enforcement officers In the state, but

the average pariner in a drug-cooking
aperation will make more n one week

CDC facilities are currently
operating, system-wide, al 175% of
capacily; Calffornia returned more
parolees to prison in 1989 (the latest
year for which I have Nigures) than the
other 49 states pul together; 39, 976 for
Caltfornia, as opposed to 33,235 for Lthe
rest of the country.

I also touched brielly on prison
slave labor. 1 mentloned that Lhe
average prisoner pay was 830/month
but neglected to menUon that the
overwhelming majority of prison jobs
are unpaid. Most “lifers” are dented
pay--perhaps one In twenly jobs
designated for lifers actually receives
pay and that pay is on the low end of the
spectrum ($19/month), I'm sorry if I
gave the impression that all prisoners,
or even most of them, that actually hold
Jobs are making $30/month,

I also have to correcl Lhe
percentage of state residents presently
incarcerated: the actual figure Is one in
slxty, give or lake ten either way [based
on populatlon eslimate of thirty
million in the state) This one In sixty
flgure Includes all the catlegories
delineated at the beginning of this
addendum,

I hope that readers will forgive
these inaccuracies. 1 have no intention
of misleading you, | think the iruth is
frightening enough to stand without
augmentalion. All other facts are as
given in SP4, | stand by what | wrole,
and when you consider that I could
easlly be shot “by accidenl” by one of
the guards in any of the gun
emplacements--as has happened before,
once within three hundred feel of this
writer without any nasty questions
being asked of those responsible--that 1
write this at all, let alone sign my name
to it, must something.

The [acts remailn lhe same.
These revisions come courlesy of an
individual within the CDC who has read
the inital article and truly hates the
syslem, and who desires anonymity.
All 1 can say In closing s, lo quote a
character In 8 recent film, "“DBe

afraid...be very afraid,..”

Wayne Hendersen
Represa, CA

page 57



ICA.

Ll

ton, DC presents

ing

|
T,
E
-
-
|
=
il
=
@
-
=
il
=
o
-
L=
=
Y
-
@
=
wn
-
T,
-
(=
| =9
pra—
=
=
@
St
(¥ 7]
(=
=
W
=
o
=
e

ion Archives & Research Center of Wash
igation in

ssassinat
\ iga

The A
a four-day invest

page 58

All new for 1992!

ASSASSINENTION
SYMPORNJIUM

-

on JOHN E. I ENNEDY |

October 22-—25, 1992
The Hyatt Regency at Reunion Square
Dallas, Texas

In November of 1991, 400 concemned citizens from 30 siates and 5 nations
convened at Dallas’ Hyatt Regency Hotel at Reunion Square, blocks away from
Dealey Plaza. Their purpose as paruicipants in ASK: Assassination Symposium on
John F. Kennedy was to further the dialogue about Kennedy s assassination and the
mysteries that continue to eludeassassination researchers, To this end, registrants
heard from distinguished experts and authors such as Dr. Cyril H Wecht, David
Lifton, Jim Marrs, Robert Groden, Mary Ferrell, and J. Gary Shaw,

Building on this solid foundation, ASK "92 will offer four days of new panel
discussions, intensive group workshops. and other special events related to
assassination research. This second Symposium will continue the efforn 1o convince
the Uinited States government 1o make public all evidence that is currently sealed and
reopen an inguiry into the assassination.

To Register for ASK "92

Registration cost for ASK is $100 if fee is postmarked by Sepl, 4, 51251 postmarked by Oct. 2 and
5150 thereafier, To register, send your niwme, complets mailing address, ind phone number 1o ASK,
Box 4998, Austn, TX TRT65 (Fax 8 512451.01754), Puy by check (made o “ASK™), Vies,
MasterCard or Amuerican Express only, Il paying by credit card, be sure to melude card number, name
on card, expiration date and signature. In letter containing registration fee, please also indicate
whether you want your name and sddress kept confidential or if you would like thie information
jrublished m the ASK Program Book/Registrania® Direciory,

For information on purchasing a lable at the ASK Man andfor placing a classified ad in the ASK
Program Book /Registrants® Directory, call 512/467 7979, Forinformation on hote] reservaiions at the
H}'.l.li". Regency @l Reumon Square, call 214421-1234. For information on discouni airline
rescrvations on American Alrlines, ¢all BO0433-] 700 and refer 1o STAR # S2902PH. For updated
informalion vn confimned ASK panelists and speakers, call 512/445-8390



Bless Me Father

by Lance Boyle

Unbeknownest 1o me at Lhe Ume, the gossip continued even after [ had left, Edith Gobbler was
galng arvund poking all the protagonists in Lhelr armatures and asking them if they had heard the one
aboul the Cosmetologist and the Litile Leaguer. It was down write! Needless to say half the party went
Iurching forward looking either for pictionaries or barf bags - or in some fastidious cases both.

Another wild Innuendo that made the rounds was thal Frankie Hall Pini had been discovered
alone in somebody’s Olds Cutlass Supreme sucking on a bumt bit of Ye Olde Beefl Jerky. Times are
tough, Iguess. Meanwhile all the Litile Leaguer could think about was all the weirdness that went down
thirty summers ago.

Back then all “louch”™ was to him was an alternale game play with baseball ip cards. The other
game was “match”, where you tried Lo match efther face up or face down, the basehall card of your
opponent thal he had just lipped down on the ground. Yeah, back then the Little Leaguer still walked
in the spirit of the Holy Ghost and couldn't see It coming to an end,

Bathed in sweat on his knees In [ront of Mister Television in lieu of Tuesday night devotions.
With his family praying for whal? Bathed in the Mosl Holy Blood of Jesus Christ more real than John
Foster Dulles or Joe McCarthy, The Holy Eucharist wafer siiding down pristine child throat to the saul,
Flendish, barbaric Hungarian Commies pulled out Cardinal Midstzenty's fingernails with pliers as
thousands of miles away the Little Leaguer genuflected and beseeched, "Bless me, Father for [ have
slnned.”

It was baseball cards and haly cards all the way. Plclures of Lhe gentile Saint Franels of Assisl
aglow surmpunded by the Blessed Creator's bees and birds. Stan *the Man" Musial crouched and eager,
bal in band. Images of wholéesomeness and enthusiasm permeated the Umited consclousness of the
Little Leaguer, Why do you think he is referred Lo as the Little Leaguer?

The Little Leaguer. The Little Leaguer marching in holy procession with his angelic classmates
clasping thelr Uny prayer books (black for the boys, white for the girls) between innocent thumbs and
forelingers, hands folded tn dedication to their deity and his mother. Purity and light, Thetr very
diminutive existence proof of the untamished alliance of Church and the United States of Nineteen
Fifties America, And Sam Glancana and Johnny Roselll marched with the ltile angels and genullected
with them and bowed In humble supplication, “Bless us Father [or we have undermined the basic
decency of the concepl of democracy,...it's been two weeks since our last conflession.”

Through the black night the ghost of William Blake watched over the urine soaked Lifte Leaguer
as he lie in his bed of poverty and boyhood plss. Outstde in the hallway his mommy and daddy lunged
for the same butcher knife of relief. Mother and father only wanted to end each other's misery. One

ood tum...

g The Litile Leaguer spund asleep wilh visions of pasties and G-strings dancing in his head. There
waswhal seemed like a {owering mural on the wall outside the loan company’s office. The Little Leaguer
walted outside in the car with his brother, sister and mother while his father wenl in and petitioned
the loan officers for some needed dough to keep the domestic boat afloat. The Little Leaguer stared at
the mural of the naked woman adveriising kinship to the enth degree inside the neighborhood go-go
lounge. Mysterious and large. Certainly larger than his reet petite parochial world. Boobiles. Tifties.
More boobles, More Utties. Gargantuan breasts and nipples. They were hiding but humungous.
Beyond the entire concepl or expected concept of “peaches and cream.” These Utlies exceeded to
utmost degree the parameters ol the Little Leaguer's lame invocation of “looking impurely al impure
pictures,” Only a few years later the courts legal in the home of the brave would refer to It as arousing
prurient tnterest. That was putting it mildly as far as this Little Leaguer was concerned. His eyes delved
into the deepest enclaves of a labyrinth that he would spend his lifetime attempting to dismantle to no
dharmic avail. Ah, the breaths that would be heaved in earnest attempts to decode the twin messages
of those atomic heavies in the Ufettme of the Littie Leaguer already intently burrowing headlong into
What?

Seliwslvarl shootings, assaries al bustiness establishinents, postal installatbon shool sils Whal's

golng ou™ Is i eelatedd el Irune | as -l e G o progddsumimig Ty e nnib sy dnckuesheiad Tl

vonlml? Steamshore] Press wants (o kow. Interested readeips. pledse respond
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\| PREDICTS!

Our future and the mysteries of the mind are
explored in this new whimsical series with
MR.LOBO as the AMAZING CRISWELL.

MON STE The Undertaker,
ORMON GRIMSBY,
CRE ATURE hosts classic horror
films with interviews,
FE ATURE movie trailers, and
lots of spooky fun.

"REACH FOR

SLEAZY
PICTURES
AFTER DARK

SLEAZY P. MARTINI thrusts into the movie biz and
serves up exploitive trash for a late-night audience.

COMING THIS FALL!
VISIT 0SI74.COM
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2.\l ALL CONSPIRACY. NO THEORY.

TID YOU ENJGY THE {SSUE? TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
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